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BING "aſſociate capacity being 
met, there was laid before them the draught of an act, 
| W dae and Aeclaring, that the preſent Judicatories of 
. this national church are not lawful nor right conſtitute 
courts of Chriſt, and declining all authority, power and * 
_ juriſdiction that the ſaid judicatories may claim to thEm- 
ſelves over this presbytery, or any of the members thereof, 
ob over any that are under their inkpetion,” 1/7 
The aid draught having been under the conſideration 
of the presby tery at ſome former Wage. was, at laſt 
meeting, referred unto. a committee of their number to 
be tranſcribed in mundo, with ſuch amendments as were 
agreed upon by the presbytery, the faid committee laid 
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Ad of i tbeuſſoriass prerbyteryn finding and declaring, that 
the e judicatures of thit nationalicharch; are not 
lawful norright-conflitute courts of Cun is, and Hes 
clising all authority; power and j unſdictlon that the. aid 
Judivatures map claim tothemſelveq over the ſaid prerby: 
tery; or an of the member thereof, or over an that 
are under thelr inſpictlon; and particularly decliniug 
 thedutherity 8f 4 general dfſembly, now met in Edin- 
 burwh" the tenth day ef May; ene thouſand ſeven hun- 
aàred and thirty nins arr. 
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T Edinburgh, the ſixtèenth day of May 
A Lach day and place; the walker, ad elders: 
fſociate together in a*preſbyteria} capacity, being 
met in e ow. Wee Sores > 5 7x 5 
rovincial and national fynods, as well as" claſſical rel 
dyteries when duly conſtitute; and ee proceeding, 
according to the laws laid down-iny the'word by the Lori 
Jeſus Chriſt, the only King, judge and Lawgiver'unto his 
church and people, are ſpecial and effectual means, thre? 
the divine bleſſing, for edifying che body of Chit; for 
preſerving his inſtitutions in their beauty and purity, for 
aſſerting and vindicating the truths of Chriſt, hen oppo» 
ſed and fubverted by cunning ſeducers, for. mainxaining the 
juſt right and privileges Wherewith Chriſt” has made his 
people free; for purging the houſe of God ß ſuch as fk 
erroneous in prineiplſe; or immoral in r 7 £54 
for removing offences whey the flock "of Chriſt may 
be wounded, ſcattered and brok 
maintaining and . preſerving unity, peace and 8 
the church of Chriſt, to the honour and glory of the Re- 
deemer, for the perfecting of his ſaints, for the edifying of 

his body, till they all come in the unity of the faith ant 
of the knowledge of the Son of God, unto a perfect man, 
and to the heafare of the ſtature of the fulneſs of Chrift ; 
and that they may not be toſſed to and froy and carried 

about with every wind of doctrine, by the flight of men, 
and cunning eraftineſs whereby they Iy in wait to deceive: 
But ſpeaki ng the truth it love, may grow up. into him in 
all things, Which is the head; even Chriſt: Eph. 1vi-1x. 
----> I6, As alſo the presbytery conſidering, that tho? 
the foreſuid judicatures are an ordinance of Chxiſt, for 
the above and like valuable ends and purpoſes; yet it can- 

not be refufed; that there have been eccleſiaſtical courts, 
under the ddeſiguation * both provincial —_— 
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tional, ſo corrupt in their conſtitution, and ſo trregular 
in their procedure, that the keys of government and dif- 
Cipline, committed by the glorious Head of the church to 
the office-bearers of his houſe for the above mentioned ends 
and purpoſes, have been perverted to quite contrary ends 
and uſes ; inſomuch, that error has been countenanced 
and encouraged, a lax and corrupt miniftry 7, been fup- 
ported, and ſuch as endeavoured to be faithful have been 
| ttered and broken, laws and ordinances have been enac- 
ted contrary to the laws and inſtitutions of the Lord Jeſus 
Chriſt, as will appear from the hiſtory of the Chriſtian 
church in her different periods, and from the. lamentable 
inſtances of this kind on record in the hiſtory of our 
own church in her ſeveral backſliding and declining times. 
Likewiſe, the preſbytery taking under their ſerious con- 
deration the ſtate and fituation of the preſent judicatures 
of this national church, have found, upon the weighty 
grounds and reaſons afterwards ſpecified, That the ſaid 
udicatures are not lawful nor right conftitute courts of 
Jeſus Chriſt ; and therefore they are bound and ons BY 
in duty to teſtify and declare ſo much judicially, and alſo 
to decline all authority and juriſdiction which any of the 
preſent judicatures of this national church may claim to 
themſelves over this presbytery, or any of the members 
thereof, as to their miniſterial office, conduct or charac- 
ter; and particularly to decline the foreſaid judicatures, 
as incompetent judges in any queſtion that may relate, 
either to the ſeceſſion of any of the members of this preſ- 
bytery from them̃, or to the judicial Act and Teſtimony 
lately emitted by this presbytery; as alſo they judge them- 
ſelves bound in duty to refuſe and decline all authority, 
power and juriſdiction, which the ſaid judicatures may 
claim to themſelves over any of the members of this church 
who have declared their adherence to this presbytery, and 
to the Act and Teſtimony emitted hy them, and who have 
N themſelves to their presbyterial overſight and in 
ion. e rs 1% I 1 J/%%%%Üͤ . ten's, © 
It is wkh regret that this presbytery find themſelves 
obliged in duty to take this ſtep. It would be matter of 
great ſatisfaction unto them, that they had not theſe 
grounds and feaſons, which are of ſuch weight and im- 
portance with them, as to oblige them to teſtify and de- 
clare in the above manner: and they reckon themfelves . 
eſpecially called at this time, to declare theniſelves more 
fully and eig; with reſpect to the preſent judicatures, 
than * — itherto done, in regard the ſeveral mi- 
niſters of this presbytery are cited to compear before this 
general affembly, to anſwer unto à libel framed __ 
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Die Devlinature. „ 
them by the commiſſion of the late general aſſembly, in 
canſequence of an pF of the ſaid aſſembly: and t erefore 
they reckon themſelves, bound of neceſſty (as matters 
are preſently ſituate), to take this ſtep; and they Judge 
that they could not do otherwiſe, in a conſiſtency with, 
the principles of the reformed, and covenanced church 
of Scotland, and with their duty to the gloriqus Head of 
the church; as alſo with the duty that they we to the 
ſouls of them committed to theit charge, and to the Lord's 
heritage and flock through the land. Neither could; theß 
do denen te n a conſiſtency with the engagements 
they came ſeyerally under, when ordained to the office.of - 
the holy miniſtry, viz. That, they ſhould tedfaltly adhere = 
to the doctrine, worſhip; government and diſcipline of 


the church of Scotland; and that they ſhould, to the ut- _ 


moſt of their power in their ſtation, aſſert, maintain, and 
de doctrine, worſhip, governmeat and diſeip- 
line 5 and alſo, that they ſhould never do any ching. FRET 
directly or indirectly, - to the prejudice or ſubverſion. of 
the ſame, All which do oblige them to teſtify. and declare 
That the preſent judicatures of this national church are noe 
lawful nor right conſtitute courts of Chriſt; and conſe--—- 
quently. that they cannot Warrantably claim to themſelves 
any power or authority over the members of this preſ- 
bytery or their foreſaid adherenis. And they humbly 
and earneſtly intreat all miniſters, elders, and * : 
who deſire to be found faithful unto the 1 x R 
. — and reading down, ſeriouſly to conſider the fol- 
owing grounds and reaſons of their preſent Act, declara: 
tion and declinature, and to weigh them, without any par- 
tial bias in the balance of the ſanctu ar. 
110. When eccleſiaſtical judicatures not only receive.ig 
to their number, but refuſe to purge out from among them, | 
and continue to ſupport intruders, and ſuch as are notourly - 
known to be guilty of ſuch ſeandalous practices as make 
them obnoxious uuto the cenſures of the church, and who 
therefore have no warrant from the Lord and Head of the 
church to ſit in his courts, they cannot be reckaned law- 
ful nor right conſtitute courts of, Chriſt ; but the preſent 
Judicatures, of this national church not only receive into, 
their number, but refuſe to purge out from among them, 
and continue to ſupport intruders, and ſuch as are notourly 
known tobe guilty of ſuch ſcandalous practices as make 
them obnoxious to the cenſures of the church, and who 


therefore have no warrant from the Head of the church 
to ſit in his courts: therefore the preſent judicatures are 
not lawful nor right conſtitute courts of Chriſt. It will 


not be refuſed, that the Head of the church has clearly 
5 <= BY pointed 
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pointed dug unto/us; in hig word, who-they are that ought = 
to feed, rule, and govern his flock. They muſt be ſuck as 
he has called, Heb. v. 4. and fuch as he has ſent, Rom. x. 
15. If, in a civil court, Where the judges are of the king's 
nomination, any ſhould preſume to fit down upon the bench 
mY Mut, the King's warrant,” or a commiſſion from him; 
this is known «to the ſubjects, their allegiance to their 
ſoverejgn binds and obliges them to decline the court, and 
to hotl and repute all their acts and deeds as null and void. 
And this is not only the caſe at preſent with reſpect to the 
jacicatures of this dena church, when ſueh as have not 
the hg Zion's warrant and commiſſion to ſit in the 
courts of his houſe are conſtituent members of eccleſiaſtical 


 Judicarories; but alſo the ſaid judicatories ſupport and 
encourage fu 


encourage fuch, and tefuſe to purge them out from a+ 
mong them. It is notour, that in all corners of the land 


men are intrudedinto the paſtoral office, and impoſed up- 


on the e and flock of God, in regard ſettlements 
have been carried one theſe many years by paſt by mere 
church authority over diſſenting and reclaiming eongrega- 

tions, and ſuch 2s have been thruſt into the office of Nc ö 
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a 08 are received into judicatories, and the right- 
om ts 


md'ot fellswſhip is Lr ren „Whatever ſfiam 
pretences may be made, and whatever fig- leaves _ 
may be rwifted together, to juſtify or paliate this violence 


that is = to the ſheep of the Lord's Lr vet this 
Breſb ytet 
1 


Judge that they are warranted by the Lord's 
word tp affirm, That ſueh as are impoſed by mere church 
authority, upon thé footing of | preſentations, or other- 
wiſe,” upon' difſenting and reclaiming. congregations, who 
are willing. to chuſe and call goſpel miniſters, have no au- 


thority or warrafit from Chriſt the chief Shepherd of the 


ſheep to feed the flock, and that they are rather grievous 
Wolves, who have entered in, to the tearing, renting, 
wounding and ſcattering of the flock of Chrift; and conſe- 
quently, that they have no warrant from the king of Zion 
to ſit in the courts of his kingdom; and that fuch courts 
who receive and ſuſtain ſuch men as conſtituent members, 
not · withſtanding of remonſtrances and other means uſed 
by ſuch as were aggrieved to have them purgedout, arenot 


right conftitute courts of Chriſt; and therefore his ſubj ects 


have his warrant to refuſe and decline their authority and 
juriſdiction: as the prefent judicatures of this natiopal 
church are filled with many ſuch conftituent members, ſo 
it is notourly known, that through all corners of the land 
notwithſtanding of manifold petitions, complaints, and 


% 


remonſtrances, the preſent judicatures continue to ſupport 


ſuch 


church, and againſt whom: the ſpixit 
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Gb intruders,” and ws purge den on rom among 7 
ROM 1% 

Likewiſe: the preſent judicatures of this cht A 

ſtitute of a great many Wente of Who have eh 1 ron: 
2 offence * the church and Wege Fer eo delt en can- 
alous practices, in promotin and carrying on A, cor r 
of defection from our — ye ;COV 7 Hig = 
and who, by theſetheir ſcandalous practices, haferendere 
themſelves obnoxious and liable to - — 75 5 es of the 


be drawn, if the diſcipline of the & ck mers RN 
and. impartially exerciſed. It is evident from the word © 
God that ſuch ſhepherds, ho nes the theep of thi 
Lord's paſture, are yeh cand oxious 
cenſure of the houſe of God for a wo 8 pr = 
againſt them, Jer. xxiii. 1, 2. Lee eth Werbe 
rule the flock with force and cruelty, the 9 of 860 
pronounceth an awful ſentence againſt them, Ezek xxx 
I,----I0, * Wo to the ſnepherds of Iſrael ; ! 55 I 

ſhepherds feed the flock ? But with 5 Tongs 500 

„ cruelt FREE ruled heme xn * c 5 

* Behold I am againft the ſhepherds; a bl reg req 

e 


_ © flock at their” hand, and cauſe them cea 


the flock.” Alſo ſuch as walk nw ule and nor 
the tradition which we have received from th 
Chriſt; are declared to be under ſcandal, and! ae cho 
cenſure, 2 Theſſ. iii. 6, 14, 15. 

In like manner accordiũg to the landable fes 8 
ſtitutions of this church, particularly * aſlem 
anent corruptions in the miniſtry, and act © 
1646, ſeſſion 10. and act of aſſembly 1648, Re ay 25 | 
minifters are ſilent, and apply not their doctrines 8 ( 
corruptions of the times; if they are flatterers 20d d 
ſemblers of public ſins; if they. are ſilent and ambiguous 
in the public cauſe, they are to be cenſured according 
to the degree of theſe ſcandalous fanlts; and continuing 
in them, they are to be depoſed. And. this is the lamen- 
table ſtate of the preſent judicatures of this national 
church at this day; they are conſtitute of many ſuch n Me 
bers as are not wy. ſilent in the public cauſe of G 
diſſemblers of 4 blic ſins, they are conſtitute 'of 100 
members who {carter and drive away the flock of Chriſt, 
and rule them with force and cruelty, and who depart 
from the traditions delivered unte us by the apoſtles of 
Chriſt in the holy ſcriptures; and yer they are not aſhamed 
of, but juſtify their ſcaridalous practices. As for inſtance, 
the judicatories at preſent are conſtitute of ſych members 
Who have an active hand in — a lordly and 9740 
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ſerial power and authority overthe flock of Chriſt, dete 
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ing and reclaiming congregations, but even where the preſ- 
bytery of the bounds have likewiſe been diſſenting and re- 
_ Claiming; and who have alſo ipvaded the power of preſby- 
- tery, in taking into their own hands the ordination of men 
to the holy miniſtry, underthe ſhadowof a power and war- 
rant from the commiſſionsof ſeveral aſſemblies. Likewiſe 
the judicatures are conſtitute of ſuch members, as have 
been active in enacting laws and ſtatutes, contrary to the 
ok and ftatures of the Lord and Maſter of the houſe j 
ſuch as the act of aſſembly 1732, ànent the election of 
miniſters to vacant congregations : and che acts of aſſem - 
"bly 17 n againſt the proteſting ones the mini- 
n 


a 1 
pry 


ſters of the preſbytery of Dumfermline. And though the 
act of aſſembly 773%, iy repeated, yer the ſcandal that the 
contrivets, framers and enacters of it were-guilty of, is un- 


purged to this very day, in regard the ſaid act was repeal- 
ed, only becauſe it was contrary -to ſome ordinary forms 
in paſling acts of aſſembly: but the diſhonour done by 
the ſaid act to the Head of the church, and the injury 
Addne thereby to his members, has never been acknow- 
ledged and mourned over; but on the contrary vacant 
congregations ſtill continue to be planted according to the 
ſaid act. Alſo the judicatories are conſtitute of ſuch mem - 
ders as have been active, either in ſcreening the erro- 
neous from a juſt and adequate cenſure, or in diſmiſſing 
them withour any cenſure at all, and they are not repent- 
ing of theſe and the like their ſinful deeds; nay, rather in 
the whole tenor of their conduct and practice, they plead 
that they are innocent, and juſtify themſelves in à courſe 
of defection and backſliding from the Lord: therefore 
theſe are the men who have ſcattered and broken the heri- 
tage of God at this day, and who have ruled them with 
force and cruelty; and theſe are the men that walk diſ- 
orderly, contrary to the traditions which we have received, 
and who have cauſed diviſions contrary to the doctrine 
which we have learned, whom we are called to mark and 
avoid: Vea, theſe are the men, who, according to the above 
cited paſſages of the word of God and the above laudable 
acts and conſtitutions of this church, ought to be depoſed 
from the holy miniſtry, Wherefore, ſeeing the preſent ju- 
dicatures of thisnational church, have not only receivedinto 
their number, but refuſed to purge out from among them, 
andcontinue to ſupport and countenagce intruders, andſuch 
2s are notourly known to be guilty of the above ſcandalous 
practices; which make themjuſtly liable to the cenſures of 
the church, and confequently have no nnen | 
„ 0 N ö I F 7 
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art, It is well known, that a ſchemeof pernicious and dan- 


Lord and Maſter of the houſe to ſit in his courts : this 
preſbytery cannot hold theſaid judicatures, who are conſti - | 
tute of ſuch members, as lawful right and conſtitute courts 
of Chriſt; and therefore are obliged in duty to refuſe and 

decline any authority, power or juriſdiction, that they 


may claim to themſelves over the members of this preſby- 0 F 


_ or ſuch as adhere to the ſaid preſbytery; as alſo to 
hold all the acts, ſentences and deeds,that may be done or 7 


| 


= 
paſſed by thepreſent judicatures againſtthe foreſaids, to be F 
Fall ind vob tp chankebver. No ag 

4s, If the conduct of the judicatures of this national 


church for many years bypaſt is duly conſidered ; how hoy 5 
have been active in carrying on a courſe of defection a 3 
backſliding from the Lord, by tolerating the erroneous, b | 
ſupporting and countenancing error, and by enacting Jaws 
and coy to the laws of the King 

whereby minifterial free 


om is ſuppreſſed, and new andun- 


warrantable terms of miniſterial and Chriſtian communion ' 


are impoſed, and whereby the heritage of God is opprefſed 
and broken, they cannot be held and repute as free and 
lawful courts of Chrift. It is evident from the word of God, 
that the power and authority committed by the glorious 
Head of the church, unto her ſeveral judicatures,is a pow- 


xiii, o. The judicatures of the church can do nothing a- 


for the vindication, ſupport and defence of the truth. The 
church repreſentative is in a ſpecial manner the pillar and 
ground of truth. She is obliged to publiſh and declare, to 


errors as are at any time vented to the prejudice and ſub- 

verſion of the ſame; The judicatures of the church bughe 3 

to point out ſin and duty; they ought to rid marches * 
tween truth and error; if they do not diſcharge their duty  -— 


| 
uphold and'maintainthe truth, in a direct oppoſition to ſuen A 


vhen errors are broached and vented, they are chargeable 1 


with the prejudice done to truth, and with the growth © 
and ſpreading of 
and Maſter, unfaithfu 
and unto ſucceding generations. d 
tures of this national church are tolerating the ertoneous, 
and ſupporting and 6 a | 
from their conduct, both towards Mr, Simſon, and Mr. Camp- 
bell; as alſo, from their eonduct of late towards Mr. Wiſh- 


to the flock and heritage of God,; 


gerous principles was vented by Mr. Simſon, as is evident, 
from his anſwers to the firſt hbel, in the feſt proceſs that 
was commenced againſt him; yet the groſs and dangerous 
errors which he maintains ay” defends in his ſaid _ a 
i WE C - a f : FS 4 2 ; 5 3 ; Ye. | 
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dN they are treacherous to their Lord IJ f 


But the preſent judicas | [ | 
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er for edification; and not for deſtruction, -2 Cor. x. 8. 


gainſt the truth, but for the truth, 2 Cor, xiii. 8. that is, | 
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countenancing error, as will appear 
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10 | The Declinature. 
have never to this day been condemned, neither has the 
truth been judicially publiſhed and afferted in oppoſition to 
the ſaid errors, even tho' the committee of aſſembly {ns 
2728 found it clearly proven, that he continued to teach 
the ſame dangerous errors. And, when as a juſt judgment 

upon this lukewarm church from a righteous and holy 
God, he was afterwards ſo far left, as to impugn and den 
tne neceſſary exiſtence of the Son of God, and the nume- 
rical oneneſs of the three adorable perſons of the Godhead; 
and when this was found clearly proven againſt him bythe 
general aſſembly of this church, yet not only was he diſ- 
miſſed with a ſlight cenſure, but the judicatures have never 
to this very day yp wg ng Deity of the Son of God, in 
oppoſition to the terms in which this important article of 
faith was ſubverted by the ſaid Mr. Simſon. Likewiſe, 
though ſeveral dangerous errors contained in ſome books 
publiſhed by Mr. Campbell, profeſſor of church - hiſtory at 
St. Andrews, were taken under conſideration by a com- 
mittee Ar for that effect, and though the ſaid Mr. 
Campbell did maintain and defend his pernicious and dan- 
gerous principles beforè theſaid committee; yet the gene- 
ral aſſembly 1736 thought fit to aſſoilize him from the 
charge of error, and to diſmiſs him without any cenſure 
paſſed againſt him, though his dangerous ſcheme of prin- 
eiples has a manifeſt tendency to ſubvert and overthrow 
natural and revealed religion; as is made evident in the 
judicial Act and Teſtimony publiſhed by this preſbytery, to 
which they refer. As alſo the laſt general aſſembly, 
when ſeveral gals propoſitions were brought to their 
bar, which had been excerpted by the preſbytery of Edin- 
burgh out of two ſermons that Dr. Wiſhart had preach- 
ed; yet that aſſembly refuſed to examine, whether the 
ſaid propoſitions were contrary to our Confeſhon of Faith 
or not; but, inſtead of this, they acquit the Doctor, 
upon a declaration that he made before them of his ad- 
herence unto the ſeveral articles of our Confeſſion of Faith, 
to which it was alledged the ſaid propoſitions were con- 
trary. by their above conduct, the preſent judicatures of 
this church bave involved themſelves in the haineus guilt 
and fin of toleratingthe erroneous in miniſterial andChriſti- 
an communion, and of ſupporting and countenancing the 
many groſs and dangerous errors vented by the. 
Likewiſe arbitrary laws and conſtitutions bave been en- 
acted, whereby miniſterial freedom is ſuppreſſed, and new 
and unwarrantable terms of minifterial and Chriſtian com- 
munion are impoſed: ſuch was the act of aſſembly 1733, 
anent the miniſters of the preſbytery of Dumfermline ; 
whereby church-members are debarred from fealing ordi- 


5 | | nances, 
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of de fection and backfliding from the Lo 


miniſteria 


3 The Declinature: e 
nances, if they receive them not at the hands of intruders; 
and miniſters by the ſame act are threatued with the 


higheſt cenſures of the church, in caſe theydiſpenſe ſealing 


ordinances, to any in ſuch congregations here intruders 
are ſettled, without warrant from the ſaid intruded incum- 
bents. As alſo, in the act and ſentence paſſed againſt the 
proteſting bethren by the ſaid aſſembly, both a doctrinal 
and j udiczal'teftimony, againſt the above mentioned and 


like defections of this church, was condemned: and 
the preſent judicatures of this church are ſo far from re- 


turning to their duty, that the violence done to the heritage 
of God, through all the corners of the land, is ſtill carried 
on, as is evident from the conduct of the judicatures 
theſe ſeveral years bypaſt. It ſhall only be further obſer- 
ved upon this head, that the ſupreme judicatures of this 
church have carried on a courſe of defection from the Lord 
in oppoſition to ee e many preſbyteries and 
ſynods; as alſo, notwithſtanding of peritions and repreſen- 
tations given in to ſeveral general aſſemblies from provin- 
cial ſynods, and from a conſiderable number of miniſters, 
elders and Chriftians thro? the land.  —- . 
As the above means, of petitions and repreſentations 
to the general aſſembly of this church, were tried before 
a ſeceſſion from the preſent judicatures was declared and 
ſtated, ſo the negle& and contempt that general aſſem- 
bly did caſt upon the ſaid petitions and repreſentations, 
was an evidence that they hated to be reformed': where- 
fore, ſince the judicatures of this national church have 
been theſe many years bypaſt active 7 on a courſe 
| „ by tolerating 
the erroneous, by refuſing to condemn errors that have 
been taught and vented, and to aſſert che truth, in oppo- 
ſition to the terms in which the ſaid errors have been vent- 
ed; as alſo by enacting laws and conſtitutions contrary 
to the laws of the king of Zion, whereby miniſterial free- 
dom is ſuppreſſed, and new and unwarrantable terms of 
F and Chriſtian communion are impoſed, and 
whereby the heritage of God is oppreſſed and broken; and 
ſince the judicatures of this church, inſtead of acknow- 
leging and mourning over the above and like defections 
and backſlidings, juſtify the ſteps they have taken; yea, 
libel and cite the ſeveral members of this preſbytery to 
their bar for cenſure, for no other reaſon, if their li- 
bel is duly conſidered, but becauſe the ſaid miniſters endea- 
vour to teſtify, in their ſphere and ſtation, \That their a- 
bove-mentioned deeds are evil; and all this, notwithſtand- 
ing that theordinary means have been uſedtoreclaimthem; 
therefore. this preſbyter y Judge they are well r 
| 1 8 „. eee 


< % 


* 


. 


vols 


- 1 4 
FFP 0s 
3 — 9323 _— 2 — 

0 . = — 


. > ns 
8 2 
—— 


„ A 
— 1 * 


0 


yet the pre 
nate themſelves unto the civil powers in their eceleſiaſti- 
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x 2 : The Declinature. 


from the law andthe teſtimony to declare, That the preſent 
zudicatures of this national church are not lawful nor right 
conſtitute courts of Chrift, and therefore to decline all au- 
thority, power and juriſdiction, that the ſaid 8 
may claim to themſelves over any of the members of this 


preſbytery, or over any that have declared their adherence 


to their judicial Act and Teſtimony. © 
31i, Tho' the office · bearers of the houſe of God, in all 
their ſpiritual functions and adminiſtrations; ought to walk 
only by the laws and ſtatutes of the Lord Jefus Chriſt; 
and tho? their eccleſiaſtical courts are held in his name, 
who is ee. in Zion, and are ſubordinate to hi alone; 
ent judicatures of this church have ſubordi- 


cal meetings, functions and adminiſtrations; and there - 


fore this preſbytery cannot own them as free and lawful 
courts of Chriſt. | EB es. | | 


1 


ff b 
It ĩs very much to be regreted, that the rights of the Re- 


deemer's crown have never been aſſerted by the judica- 
tures of this church, in oppoſition to the manifold indig- 
nities done him, and the ſinful encroachments made upon 


-. his . onda Kingdom, by parliamentary acts and deeds, 


and by unlawful oaths, bonds and teſts, during the late 


times of tyranny and perſecution ; and we have reaſon 


to acknowledge, that, as a juſt puniſhment of this our 
fin, the late act of parliament anent captain John Porteous, 


appointed to be read from the pulputs of Scotland the 


firſt Lord's day of every month, for the ſpace of a year, 
is become a fad ſnare both to miniſters and judicatures.. 
The moſt part of the miniſters of Scotland have read this 
act in ane ſhape or another, and they have thereby ſub- 


jected themſelves in the exerciſe of their ſpiritual function, 


to the. civil powers; in regard they have, in obedience to 
their authority, delivered the doctrines and command- 
ments of men{infſtead of the lively oracles of God, to the 
church aſſembled together for the public worſhip and ſer- 
vice of God ; whereby the Sabbath of the Lord has been 
profaned,a wicked generation have been hardned,the ſacred 


office of the miniſtry has been expoſed, and the Lord's 


people ſtumbled and wounded, Likewiſe, by their obedi- 
ence to the foreſaid actthey have directly conſented to the 
parliament's taking the key of diſcipline into their own 


hands; in regard that by one of the-penalties annexed to 
the ſaid act, it is declared, That ſuch as do not read the 


fame, ſhall be incapable of fitting and voting in any eccleſi- 
aſtical court; whereby the parhament take upon them to 
ſuſpend miniſters of the goſpel from the exerciſe of a con · 
ſiderable part and branch of their miniſterial work. 4 
18 
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this is a great-encroachment upon the kingdom of Chriſt, 
and a ſinful uſurpation of his authority, who is the alone 
ſupreme Head, Lord and Lawgiver to the church, his 
own ſpiritual kingdom ; ſo the readers of this act have, 
in ſo tar openly and expreſly given up with his alone head- 
ſhip and ſupremacy over the ſame, And though all the 
Judicatures of this church, bars amet 1» ſubordmate, have 
met ſince the paſhng and reading of the ſaid act, yet the 
readers of it are not cenſured: neither is their any judicial 
teſtimony emitted by the ſaid judicatures againſt the diſ- 
honour that is done to the king of Zion, and the encroach- 
ment that is made on his {ſpiritual kingdom by this late act 
of parliament. And indeed it cannot be expected, that 


the preſent judicatures ſhould do otherwiſe, when the moſt - 


part of the miniſters in Scotland are involved in this griev- 
ous fin and ſcandal. And in regard that it is ſo, and that 
no judicial e, is emitted by the preſent judicatures 
againſt the foreſaid act of parliament, and the reading 
thereof, therefore, this preſbytery cannot bat look upon 
the whole body of this national church to be involved in 
the fin; and that the judicatures thereof do now practi · 
cally declare, That they hold their meetings in ſubordi- 
nation to the civil powers, and not to the King of Zion 
alone; and that they have viftually and materially 82 
up with the alone headſhip and ſupremacy of the Lor Je | 
ſas over the church, his purchaſed kingdom: therefore 
they cannot own the preſent judicatures as free and law- 
ful courts of heim et Zion, © Po none nt 
Upon the whole; in regard the preſent judicatures of 
this national church are conſtitute of ſuch members as have 
no right nor warrant from the Head of the church to ſit 
in his courts, nor to rule and govern his flock, yea, con- 
ſtitute of ſuch members who are fcattering the flock of 


_ Chriſt, and ruling over them with force and cruelty 


- by 
which, and the like practices they have given great ſcan- 
dal and: offence to the church of God: as alfo, in regard 
the faid judicatures are, and have been for many years 
bypaſt in ajudicative capacity carrying on a courſe of de- 
fection from our reformation- principles, by protecting the 
erroneous, ſupporting and countenancing error, impoſing 
ſinful and unlawful terms, both of miniſterial and chriſtian 
communion, and otherwiſe ; and further, in regard the 
ſaid judicatures havevirtually and practically given up with 
their holding of-the King of Zion, in ſo far as they have 
neigher cenſured the readers of the late aMof parliament 
anent captain John Porteous, nor given any judicial teſ- 
timony againſt the indignities done to the Redeemer's 
crown by the ſaid act. | SY | 

= | There 


at v4 ' . | ;/ ' . The Derienatwye. SE: 8 
| Therefore, and for all the above reaſons, this preſby- 
9 tery judge it their duty to declare, likeas hereby they find 

3 and declare, that the preſent judicatures of this national 
ti church are not lawful nor right conſtitute courts of Chriſt; 
My: and therefore they did, and hereby do decline all authority 
N power and juriſdiction, which any of the ſaid judicatures 
map claim to themſelves over this preſbytery, or any of 
1105 the members thereof, as to their miniſterial office, conduct 
vt or character, or over any who have ſubjected themſelves to 
|: | their preſbyterial overſight or inſpection. And particu- 
| larly, for the grounds and reaſons above mentioned, the 
91 did, and hereby do decline any power, authority or qurif- 
jk diction, that this general allen y, now met at Edinburgh, 
may aſſume to themſelves, of proceeding in a way of cen- 
| ſure againſt all or any of the members of this preſbytery, 
16 ſor their ſeceſſion from the preſent judicatures, their preſ- 
1 byterial aſſociation, or the matters contained in the judi-, 
1 4h cial Act and Lv pat emitted by them, or any other 
matters whatſoever relative to the ſaid ſeceſſion, and the 
aid Teſtimony; and that in regard the preſent judicatures 
1455 cannot be competent judges, in a teſtimony for the reform - 
"op ed and covenanted principles of the church of Scotland, 
its from which they have ſo Een ſwerved, by ſo many la- 
1 mentable ſteps of defection from ihe ſame. And further, for 
5 the above grounds and reaſons, this presbytery did, and 
hereby do declare, That any act, ſentence or deed, that 
may be done, or paſſed againſt all, or any one of them, by 


I any of the preſent judicatures, whereby their minifterial of- 

1 tice, or the exerciſe thereof, or their paſtoral office to their 

N N congregations, maybe affected or prejudged,ſhal] 
0 e held and repute as null and void in itſelf; and that it 
4 the hall be lawful and warrantable for them, notwithſtanding 
1.8 of any ſuch act, ſentence or deed, to exerciſe their mini- 
$264 Ary, in as full and ample a manner, a hitherto they have 
31008 done, and as if no ſuch act, ſentence or deed hadbeen done 


or paſt againſt them. In like manner, they did and hereby 
do declare, That notwithſtanding of any act, ſentence or 
deed, done or paſt, to the prejudice of their paſtoral rela- 
tion to their ſeveral congregations, that the people of their 
reſpective congregations ſhall be held bound and obliged, 
according to the ſolemn engagements they came under, 
when the ſeveral brethren, of the presbytery were ordained 
to the holy miniſtry Wr them, ſtill to own and acknow- 
ledge them as their lawful and ſent paſtors. As alſo, That 
they ſhall be bound and obliged to hold and account any, 
N whether miniſters or probationers, who, in conſequence 
| of any act, ſentence or. deed, done or paſt againft any of 
the members of this presbytery, ſhall exerciſe any part of 
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the miniſterial work in the reſpective congregations, as 


intruders upon their miniſterial work and labours : and 


that in regard the members of this presbytery have been, 


and are endeavouring, thro' the ſtrength, conduct and lead- 
ing of divine grace, to diſplay and proſecute the ends of a 
judicial teſtimony for the doctrine, worſhip, diſcipline 
and government of the church of Scotland, and againſt ſe- 
yeral ſteps of defection from the ſame, both in former and 
preſent times; to which teſtimony, both miniſters and peo» 
ple of all ranks in this covenanted land, are, by the ſolemn 
oath of God, bound to adhere, - + F ee a” 
The particulars above-mentioned are ſome of the grounds 
and reaſons that are of ſuch weight and importance. with 
this preſbytery, as that they cannot own the preſent zudi- 
catures of this national church, nor ſubmit to their juriſ: 
diction and authority, And it is matter of grief and con- 
cern unto them, that matters are come to this paſs betwixt 
the ſaid judicatures and them, Their conſciences bear 
them witneſs, that they deſire unity and harmony in the 
church; but the unity that they ought to defire is, the 
unity of the Spirit, even unity in the Lord: It is ſuch an 
unity as may make for the glory of God, for the honour 
of truth, and for the real edification of the body of Chriſt; 
and therefore they do, with all ſincerity, beſeech the 2 
ſent judicatures of the church to return to the Lord, from 
whom we have every one of us deeply revolted, and to 
acknowledge and moùrn over the ſins of our fathers, and 
the defections of the judicatures, miniſters and people of 
the preſent age and generation; and to uſe proper means 
for the conviction and humiliation of ſuch as have been in- 
truded into the miniſtry, or Who have been active in car - 
rying on the courſe of defection; as alſo they intteat them 
to diſplay the banner of a judicial teſtimony, in aſſerting 
the crown rights of the Redeemer, and condemning the 
encroachments that have been made upon his crown. an 
kingdom of late, and in former times: and to aſſert judi- 
cially the truths of God that have been of late aſſaulted and 
oppoſed : and to condemn expreſly the errors that have 
been vented, to the ſubverting and corrupting the truths 
of God, and to the poiſoning of the youth who are trained 
up tor the holy miniſtry, If theſe and the like duties were 
ſincerely pointed at, then might this preſbytery hope fora a 
beautiful unity, and a deſirable harmony with the preſent 
judicatures ; but they are afraid, theſe their ſincere and 


hearty deſires ſhall be deſpiſed and contemned by the fund _ 


Judicatures ? and therefore they judge it their duty, with 

all humility, - tenderneſs and eatneſtneſs, in the bowels of 

our Lord Jeſus Chriſt to entreat and beſeech their you 
e FER. ; | - TED, 


OY * 


( RT 
lll rend, worthy and dear brethren, both miniſters and el 
il ders, who regard the covenanted teſtimony of the church | 


14 of Scotland, and. who deſire to be found faithful to the 
+11 Lord, that for the love they bear to the honour and glory 
11/1 of the Redeemer, and his deſpiſed truths, and forthe fake 
Ht af the weary, broken and ſcattered heritage of God thro! - 
the land; as alfo, that they may be in a eapacity'to tranf- 
. niit a faithful teſtimony to ſueceedingigenerations, to come 


. out from the preſent judicatures, and from all miniſterial} 
dcdWommunion with them, as they would not be partakers in 
SHA their fins, in regar they are conſtitute, as faid is, of ſuch 
| _- corrupt and ſcandalous members, and are in their judica- 
600 ' * tive capacity, carrying on a courſe of defection and back - 
; 
7 


* 


ſliding : and for the other reaſons and grounds above- 

mentioned, they alſo, do in the ſame manner, entreat and 

j beſeech/ their faid worthy and dear brethren, that they 
tt -- would make ufe of the keys of government and diſcipline,/ 
committed unto them by the Head of the church, for the 
ends and purpoſes for which they ate given them, that they 

would put to their hand to lift up the ſtandard of a judici- 


e al reſtimony for the born · down truths of God, and for 
i248 purging and planting the houſe of God in Scotland accord- 
1 ing to the word of God, and our reformation principles 
i wh A recable thereto, and after the example of our worthy 
i 8 rogenitors-ir-the year 1638 : believing that the ſer time 
19 for favouring Zion, even the time that the Lord hath fer, 
17 Will come: As for this preſbytery, whatever the conduct 
1 of the judicatures towards them may be, and however they 
$100 may be wy down, reproached and deſpiſed, they are per? 
W's ſuaded the cauſe is the Lord's; and however weak and un- 
£2 worthy they are whom he hath ſingled out in his adorable 
1. providence to put hand to a teſtimony for him; andwhar- 
|. ever he may ſee meet to do with them, they deſire to reſt 


210108 in faith and hope, that the Lord will build up his jeru- 
31h ſalem in Scotland, and gather his diſperſed Irael into one, 
| {iy q | | : ; 9 | A | : 1 9 ; 4 \ f : 4 | x | 
JJ %%% | 
Js v4 © (Signed) Wn, HuTTonx C. 
1106. 13 The alſociate presbytery agreed, that Jo. ſoon as the ge · 
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neral aſſembly called them to their bar, they ſhould appear 
as a'conflituted court: they alſo agreed, that the reverend 
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* Mr. Thomas Mair their moderator at that time, ſhould | 
1 « reads aud give in the above Declinature, which was done 
ll accordingly, after the following Libel was read. 7 
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me | WH E RE AS the government ofChrift's church with. 

ial | ** in Scotland, now happily eſtabliſhed e laws ok 

in this kingdom, agreeably to the word of G0, is ſettled 

ch in the kirk-ſeſhons, preſbyteries, provincial fynods, and 

a- general aſſemblies of this national church, to Which, "go 

K. | v<rnment every preacher and miniſter of this church, at 

re bis admiſſion; ſolemaly engages and promiſes to ſubmit. 

nd * and firmly and conſtantly to adhere to che ſame, and | 

ey | © neverendeavour, directly nor indirectly, the, prejudice 

ine © or ſubverſion thereof, and to follow no diviſive courſe 

he from the preſent eftabliſkmear of this church: And 

ey whereas the obſervance of theſe yows and engagements is 

* abſolutely neceſſary to the preſervation of government and 

for order in the church, and to prevent the ruin and ſubverſion 

d- thereof, and the contrary practice pf ſchiſm, diviſion and 

les ſeparation from the church, by miniſters Who have been 

by admitted therein, and come under theſe ſolemm engage 

me ments, are crimes and offences that are contrary to thẽ helix 

et, ſcriptures, particularly to the ſeveral texts and paſſages 

a& thereof, which require love and charity, peace and unity, 

ey to be promoted ned culiriced in the church; theſe which 

r= Þ condemn ſchiſm and diviſion, and the forfaking. of the 

n- © chriſtian aſſemblies; and, finally, theſe which require all 

le things to be done in the church decently and in oder: and 

\t- alſo the ſaid offences are contrary to the Confeſſion of Faith 

eſt and Catechiſms, and ſtand condemned by a great many 

u- adds of general aſſemblies, and alſo contrary to the fore: 

ſaid engagements, and therefore deſerve to beſeverelycen- 

ſured; ' NEVERTHELESS it is of verity, that you Meſſrs. 

Ebenezer. Erſkine miniſter at Stirling, William Wilſon 

miniſter at Perth, Alexander Moncrieff miniſter at Aber= 

br. * 1 James Fiſher miniſter at Kinclaven, Ralph Exſki nge 

I miniſter at Dunfermline, Thomas Mair miniſter at Orwell, Wl. 

as Thomas Nairn miniſter at Abboſhall, and James Thomſon 
miniſter at Bruntiſland, ARE guilty. of the above mentio 

ned offences and crimes, in ſo far as you the ſaid miniſters 

2 KB have ſeceded from this church without, any juſtiſable 

WY, grounds, by a total and conſtant withdrawing *ftromithe 

120 attendance upon, and ſubmiſſion or obedience to the j udi⸗ | 

e catories thereof, and e in your unwarrantable 

ſeceſſion, notwithſtanding your ſolemn engagements to the _ 

yy I contrary at your ordination A the e | "1 
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VVV 
mhewed to ſome of y in the, ar one thouſand ſeven - | 
de 5 an harry lobt an * tenderneſs to AlL öf ou 


1 ever ſince. ee Jou rhe miniſters above named, have 
5 aſſumed à power of aſſociating and erecting yourſelves into 
15 a preſbytery, and have exerciſed a judicial preſbyterial 
17 power, not only over your own congregations, but alſo o- 

$i ver the whole church, a power to. whic poly > ts preſyy- 
3 tery dulyconftituted in this church could or did lay claim; 


; 16 that, as a preſbytery, and in a pretended judicative'capacity; 
Fou, or ſonie or er, of you, have framed and pubhſhed 


1 to the world a printed paper, called your Act, Declaration 
11.08 2 Teſtimony, wherein you have pretended not only to af- | 
ligu the grounds of your unreaſonable and irregular con- 
an duct, but alſo, with the air of 22 power and 
131 0 authority, 0 condemn this chu ch, and the Judicatories 
ttt thereof, for their proceedings, and to caſt many ground - 
1 leſs and calumnious reflections upon her and them. That 


LE further, not confining yourſelyesto your own congregations 
Wh: and particular charges, you diſpenſe ordinances to perſons . 
" *© of other congregations, without the knowledge or conſent 


1 , of the miniſters to which they belong: and have taken u- 
pon you, in ſome of theſe e ow to ordain, el - 
Wa, ders, to appoint and keep faſts in different corners of Ne 
1 country, and, by theſe practices, your proper miniſterial 
i work in your own pariſhes is in a great meaſure neglected. 
SHES Moreover, that your ſchiſm may hot die with yourſelves, 
1 you: have preſumed to take ſome perſons under probatio · 
1h nary trials and have actually licenſed one or more to preach | 
1 the goſpel. More N meer you the ſaid Meſſrs Ebe- 
Wl nezer Erſkine, William Wilſon, Alexander Moncrieff, and 
[| © James Fiſher, have from and ſince the month of June, 
Fit: one thouſand: ſeven hundred and thirty: four years, been 
1 guilty of a total and conſtant withdrawing from the attend- 
. e upon and ſubmiſſion to the zudicatories of the church, 
40s | have been abſem from the meetings of the teſpective 
30h | acer; trier within whoſe bounds you have your fixed 
1 parochial charges, and that without offering any relevant 
e excuſe therefore; and yap the ſaid Meſieurs Thomas 


Mair and Ralph Erſkine have, from the ſixteenth of Fe- 
druaxy: one thouſand ſeven hundred and thirty feven, you 
the ſaid Mr. Thomas Nairn, from the twenty ſecond of 
September that year, and you the ſaid Mr. James Thom- 
. ſon have, from the twentieth day of june laſt, one thou- 
1 land ſeven hundred and thirty eight, the reſpective dates 
q of your giving in to your ſeveral pres byteries reſpective, 
formal ſecefſions from this church, withdrawn, and been 
abſent fromthe presbytexies meetings, and ſent no R 
„ | 7 N ne 
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Hamer to preach the goſpel, as a probationer for me mi- 8 


hundred and thirty eight, or upon one or other of the 


kirk near Edinbur 


for ſuch your conduct, 


0 4 


bove named, or ſome 


eight, or ge 
nonths of Ju 


niſtryz 11 


berla 
places, in ſeveraIForners of the {| 
Cr 


days of that month, ar of che months of June; July, or 
Auguſt that year, in a pretended judicial ih r ake un- 
He caſe of, Archibald Edmund, a- 


found, that the faid presbytery had acted unwarrant 
ou eclared the (ai 
for Whic 


ſame time, dec red your warrand for ſo d ng de as 

above. SIKLIKE, you, or ſome one or other of you, in a 

pretended judicial way, at a, meeting on/vccaſion of a fi 

el 2780 the twenty eight Gay of September, one 
nr ſeven, 


ſeven hundred and thirty: 1 nh of 


gh. MOREOVERyan the above.mentio- 
ned defenders, or one or [other of you, did, upon the 
twenty ſecond day of March laſt, ar upon one or other tf 
the days of the ſaid month, conveen, with great numbers 
of your followers, at Braid's Craigs, within the ſaid pa- 
riſkof the Welt-kirk of Edinburgh and then and there 
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ch and baptize ſeveral children N without pro- 


of | 


8 7 
' 


per certificates from the miniſters of the ſaid pariſh, or the 
authority of the. presbytery of the bounds. As alſo, you | 
did, uponthefirft, ſeventh and eight days of March inſtant, 
or upon one or other of the days of the ſaid month, preach 
and PURE children, as aforeſaid, in the pariſh, of Stit - 
Chill, Morbottle and Chanel-kirk. Further, vou, or 
ſome one or other of you, did, at a meeting held in the 
pariſh of Linton in Tweedale, upon the tenth day of March, 
one thouſand ſeven hundred and thirty eight, or one or 
other of the days of that month, or upon one or other of 
the days of March, April or May that year, pretend to 
ordain, as elders, a certain number of perſons belonging 
to other pariſhes than your on; and by theſe, and many, 
other ee ee carried on and / perſiſted in your 
ſchiſmatixal courſes; and your offence is aggravated, as td 
all or ſome of you, from your obſtinate refuſing to confer 
with the miniſters of your reſpective preſbyteries, who in 
obedience to an act of the late aſſembly, deſired conferences 
with you, in order to reclaim you. "Laſtly you the: faid 
Mr. Ebenezer Erskine, upon the twenty fixth day of Fe- 
bruary laft, or one or other of the days of that month, 
proteſted againſt five elders, members of the ſeſhon of 
Stirling, as elders of mens making, not of GOD's and in · 
truded upon the congregation by an Eraſtrian and tyran- 
nical eccleſiaſtick ſentence, and ſummoned them by name 
and ſirname, theix aiders and abettors, from the pulpit of 
the church of Stirling, to appear before the judgment · ſeat 
of CHRIST, on the day determined in GOD's ſecret de- 
4101-50 cree,. to anſwer for their preſuming to aſſociatè as elders; 
and this notwithſtanding that the ſaid five elders had been 
Hit! duly admitted into that office, and by ſentence of che laſt 
f aſſembly were declared to be ĩntitled to the full exerciſe of 
their office, from which they had been for ſome time in- 
terrupted by certain irregular. proceedings of you the ſaid 
Mr. Ebenezer Erskine, and af other 2 4 of that ſeſſion 
concurring with you. AND WHEREAS by act of the late 
general a enbly, dated the ſeventeenth of May laſt, one 
thouſand ſeven hundred and thirty eight, the commiſhon 
of the ſaid aſſembly is authoriſed and  appdinted to take 
ſuch reports or repreſentations, as were made to the aſ- 
ſembly concerning the conduct of you the ſaid miniſters, 
or as ſhould be made to the commiſſion concerning your 
conduct ſubſequent to that aſſembly, under their conſide- 
jy ration, and, if the faid commiſſion ſhould ſee cauſe, to 
13-0 take all proper ſteps and methods for duly ſiſting you the 
{1 ſeparating brethren therein named, before the next afſem- 
19 _ bly, to anſwer for your irregular conduct, and all the 
{1M gh pd . parts 
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per to prepare and ripen the caſe far the dæciſon of | that 
of=ably. AND WHEREAS the commiſhon at "their 


meeting in November laſt, haying conſidered. the faid re- 


preſentations, and your conduct before and ſince che la 


eb DID RESOLVE. and ACT that a libel | 
ſhould be drawn up and put into your hands, andthat'you - 


be ſummoned to compear at the bar of the next aſſembly, 
to anſwer for your irregular conduct, and all che parts 


thereof, THEREFORE the commiſſion of the general at 
ſembly, in purſuance of the ſaid act of 'aflembly; and 


of the reſolution and appointment of the commiſſton 
at their meeting in November laſt, and of che general 


powers committed to them by che aſſembly,” DID and 
he | 


reby DO, grant warrant to, and appoint "HULL en 
e ATA ei "+ NS TO 4, 0499 
8 * PA 8 k * ; "= rr 5 - k 2 oh Ft * 


; 


their officers in that part, conjunctly and ſeverally, to'paſs 


and lawfully ſummon the faid Meſheurs Ebenezer Erskine, 
William Wilſon, Alexander Moncrieff, james Fiſher, 
Thomas Mair, Ralph Erskine, Thomas Nairn, and james 


Thomſon, miniſters, perſonally, or at their dwelling- ' 
houſes,” to compear before the next general aſſembly at 


Edinburgh, the tenth day of May, next, one thouſand 
ſeven hundred and thirty nine years, within the afſembly- 
houſe there in the hour or cauſe, with continuation” of 
days, to anſwer for the ſeveral particulars above mention- 
ed, and to hear and ſee the ſame ſufficiently verified and 
proven; and being ſo proven; to hear and fee the ſaid af. 
ſembly give their judgment, and paſs ſentence in the ſaid 


matter, as they ſhall find juſt : WITH CERTIFICA- > 


TION, if the ſaid defenders fail to compear, that the ge- 
neral aſſembly may proceed as if they had been preſent, 


or cenſure them for ſuch their contumacy and contempt 


AND LIKE WAS che commiſhon grants warrant to the 


officers foreſaid, to ſummon all perſons contained in a liſt 
ſubſcribed by the clerk. to the commiſſion, to compear the, 
time and place above mentioned, with continuation” of 
days, to bear true and faithful witne ſſing, info far as the 


know, or ſhall be enquired at them in the ſaid matter, 


with certification as effeirs. This, by warrant and appoint- 


ment of the ſaid commiſſion of the general aſſemhly of the 


church of Scotland, dated the fifteenth day of March, 


1 8 


one thouſand ſeven hundred and thirty nine years, is G- 


ven at Edinburgh, and ſubſcribed bß 
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ceding mini ers, by appointment o 
3 — 1 ofthe late F aſſembly that met at E- 
= dinburgh, March 1585.8 5 not here intended to trouble 
Tl the world with ever Juſt and particular remark 7 might 
A be made upon the ſaid. bel, but only to offer a few gene - 
tal oblerves upon bs 1 for the vindication of the 
WH conduct of the ſec vg, mi, ſters, and to ſhew the injuſ- 
is mene chat that 1s 1 60 2 00 them by the. preſent ; 
11161; judicatures of, church. 

e In the de Cr *F lib el, it is narrated, that every 
1 25 Fleet and miniſter of this church, at his admiſſion, 
! | engages and ks gre? 2 ſubmit to our presby- 
arch government, a cal and conſtantly to 
o the fame, an 7 never endeayour, 
r indirecfiy, the Fes or ſubverſion there- 
- and that they ſhall fo 72 1 diviſive cqurſe from 
be ee of this 1 and likeways 
15 a phleryance of, theſe rules and engagements is 
© abſolutely,neceſſary to the preſervation o 245 
ment and order in the 99 85 and to e e ruin 
* and ſubverſion thereof, From the above and t 
other een Narratec 41 the preamble, a genera 
charge is ſyblumed againſt the ſeceding miniſters, of being 

of the FINI of ſchiſm, diviſion and ſeparation from 
| „ and « of f walking contrary to the above ſolemn | 
engagements 


Ed | he ſeceding aaciffers in n as "YE -vbferve, that 
1 3 he -preſem Far of this national church are counter- 
e above Few engagements and promiſes, by 
ao tal act of tyranny in the adminiſtrations, ſome 
Baie ar inſtances whereof the aſſociate presbytery have 
given in their AQ and We read in che preſence. of 
the on 1 aſſembly, and therefore the charge may 
N unt Bew. of purſuing ſuch meaſures a8 
Fit 1 — ae e tendency to the be and ſubverfiop 
dodaur presbyterian government and arder, Ae they are 
111 ilty of ſchiſm, diviſion and ſeperation.by t cir departure 
16655 | 2 — 41 055 covenanted order. and unity, nd Exerciſing 
HEE Jorgl ominion, contrary to the word of God and lauda- 
1006 le acts and conſtitutions of this church, 25 over mini- 
11 ſters and other church - members. 
It may be here juſtlv enquired, how the libellers of oy 


keceding miniſters come to paſs oyer, in their preambl 2 
| | e 
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1. the 70 gagements that each minifter comes under, 
J. | ficmly and cle to adbere to the docttine contained ih ut 
I Confeſſion ↄf Faith, as alſo their Said Feten thak they 
e- mall, to the 9 of their power, in t eir ſtation, Mert, 
of {| maintain, and defend the fail Gockrine. 'The'preſent jus 


E- dicatures cannot but be conſeious to themſelves of the Hei- 
ble nous violation of the above awful promiſe and Engage- 
zt | ment, by their difmiſling the errotieous from theilt bar, ei. 

ne ther without any cenſure at all, or withſuch cenfure as was 

the | noway adequate unto the ſcandal and e they hac 

af. | given ;. yea, tho they hape had many groſs and perni- 
ent cious errors under their judicial Cognizance, yet they hay e 

I ʒobbſtinately refuſed to aſſert and maintain the en. 

ry || rainedin our Confeſſion of Faith, in oppolitian bee ne 
on, I many dangerous errors ſubyerting the fame, which have 

y- been brought to their bar, | $6 A 65 * 161440130 
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15 The preamble re ee en 
ur, ſuch offences as are contrary to the holy feriptufeg, and 
re= particularly to thoſe texts that require love and charity, 
om peace and unity, Oc. as alſo of offences contrary to che 


178 KB Confeſſion of Faith and Catechiſms: but here the accuſfers 


is of the ſeceding miniſters wrapt up their charge in genetals. ow 
rn- The ſeceding miniſters are libelled as walking contrary | 
uin to the Scriptures, Confeſhon of Faith, Cc, but not one pa. . | 
he cular text of ſcripture is condeſcended upon; neither is 4 
T. their any one article of our , Confeſhon_ and "Gatechifing 


ing mentioned, nor any particular a& of aſſembly named. In 
om every well regulate court, where the procedure is legal, F 
mn | © ad not arbitrary, the law is particularly and exprefly I 
mentioned, to which the crimes libelled are ſuppoſed ock "WM 
hat alledged to be contrary, and the ſaid crimes are duly com- 
er- pared with the law, and if they not are contrary to tbe 
by | fame, the hbel is found. to be irrelevant; but theabove > - 
me general charge laid by the judicatures of the church ?: 


ve ainſt the ſeceding miniſters, is of a piece with their for- 
of mer arbitrary procedure againſt. the proteſting miniſters, _-* 
ay anno 1733, they charge them with acting contrary unto 
43 our ſtandards both ſupreme and ſubordinate, yet they have 
or dot pointed out one particular text of ſcripture, or any 
are one of their laudable acts and conſtitutions, unto Whie 
ure their practice is contrary. It is true, they alledge, that 
a they are guilty of ſuch offences as are contrary unto theſe 

a- BE paſſages offcripturewhichrequire love andcharity,peace and 

ni> unity, to be promoted and cultivated in the church; but all 


the paſſages of ſcripture which require Jove, peace and u- 
the nity, they alſo require that truth ſhould be the founda - | 
ble, tion of peace, and the bond of unity and harmony; Zech. 
the iii. 19. Love the truth and peace, The unity that we | 

| Ee OT. e | _ ought | 


4 %. 
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ought to purſue after, is the yoiry of the ſhirt Eph. ir, 
3. and the holy Spirit. is the ſpirit of truth. That Jove' 
and charity which the ſcripture requires, is very conſt- 
ſttent With 4 faithful witneſhog againſt the fins of a back · 
ſhding people; yea a free and faithful wirneſſing againſt the 
ſinful opinions and practices of dur brethren, is inſeparable 
from, or eſſential to the vet y nature of the law of love, 
Levit. xix. 17. Thou ſoalt not hate thy brother in thine* 
heart ; thou ſhalt in any ways rebuke thy neighbour, and 
wot ſuffer lin upon him ; or, according to the marginal 
reading, that thou bear not fin for bim, And it is plain, 
from the whole tenor of the libel, that the practices of the 


—— 


2 


. 


brethren, which are alledged to be 8 to love and 
charity, ate uch practices as are. neceſſarily involved 


only ſ 
HR in a frecand faithful teſtimony 1 the preſenteourſe ß 
N defection; which is fo far from being their ſin, that it is 
1 maniteſtly their duty, unleſs the law of Ioye and charity 
N is ſuppoſed to oblige them to forbear a proper teſtimony 
11 - againſt a courſe of defection from the Lord: but a ſuppo- 
| ſition of this kind is a manifeſt contradiction to the whole 
| * hee 32 9 JJ 35S (Gs Ol 
After the above/general charge, a great many particu- 
lar inſtances are adduced 5 ſupport th je ſame, Lad theſe 
are laid as ſpecial articles of libel againſt the ſeceding mi- 
niſters; ſuch as, x20. That the ſaid miniſters have ſeced- 
ed from this church without any juſtifiable grounds, G. 
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as alſo that they perſiſt in their unwarrantable ſeceſ- 
© fion, notwithſtanding their ſolemn en ents to the 
contrary at their ordination and admiſſion, and the ele- 
. © mency ſhewed to ſome of them inthe year r7 34. and the 
* tenderneſs to all of them ſince that time. * 
The ſeceding miniſters have always owned that they 
have made a ſeceſſion from the preſent judicatures of this 
national church, but they refuſe that they have ever ſeced 
ed from the communion of the church of Scotland, and 
they have publiſhed to the world the reaſons and grounds 
of their ſaid ſeceſſion, particularly in their ſirſt teſtimony, 
emited anno 1734, which contains their reaſons at large 
f for their obe entred before the commiſſion of the 
general aſſembly November 1233. when four of the ſeced- 
1 ing miniſters were thruſt out from the judicatures by the 
16 5 ſud commiſſion, and thereupon declared their ſeceſſion 
1 from them; tbey have like ways, in the ſaid paper, made 
61 it evident, that their ſolemn engagements at their ordina- 
f tion, ſtedfaſtly to adhere to the doctrine, worthip, go- 
ns. vernment and diſcipline of the church of Scotland, and that 
| they ſhall never do any thing, directly or indirectly, to the 
prejudice or ſubverſion of the ſame indi ſpengbly * 
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and a proteſtation for juſt and neceſſary: exoneration, 


1 chem to depart from communion with the preſent judiĩca- 
VE IF tires, who are carrying on, with a high hand, @ courſe of 
i defection from our covetiamed doctrine, government and 
k- diſcipline, and who refuſe to be reclaimed, tho the ordi- 
he ] nary means have been uſed for this end. When the libel- 
le lers mention the clemency of the aſſembly anno 1734. to- 
% wards ſome of the r N they no doubt mean 
Ne” the act paſt by the ſaid aſſembly, impowering the ſynod 
nd of perth and Stirling to relax the ſaid miniſters from the 
al' ſentence paſt by the commiſſion againſt them: but it is to 
n, be regretted that juſtice was not done to the cauſe of truth 
he by that aſſembly, in 1 an act and ſentence of the 
nd former aſſembly, wheręby à doctrinal teſtimony for truth, 


were both condemned after a ſummary and arbitrary 
manner; and while the act of. aſſembly 1733. ſtands un- 
repealed, the ſeceding miniſters can never judge; that 
the above clemency, in which the libellers boaſt, ſhould 
have had the leaſt influence upon the ſaid miniſters to de- 


part from their proteſtation, or give up with their teſti- 
„ miony concerning ſeceſſion, given in to the commiſſion No- 
ne vember 1733. eſpecially when it is conſidered, that the ju- 
ele dicatures are perſiſting in carrying on a courſe of defecti - 
TK On from the Lord; EINE EV CL 123 ö t FE : 
it is proper alſo to obſerve, upon the above article of 
4 hibel, that the ſeceſſion from the preſent, judicatures is al - 
rt ledged to be without any juſtifiable 8 and the ſaid 
n ſeceſſion is condemned as unwarrantable, and the ſeceding 


Da miniſters are thrpugh the libel charg'd as guilty of ſchiſm, 

Ne vet thejudicatures have neverenquired into the grounds of f 
the preſent ſeceſſion; they have never compared them with 

15 che law and the teſtimony, neither have they examined 
them by the approven acts and conſtitutions of this church. 

TH We are told; that the grounds of ſeceſſion are unjuſtiſiable, 


and that the conduct of the ſeceding miniſters is/a 'dange- - | || 


ds rous ſchiſm : but what is offered upon this head to per- 
Ys ſuade and convince the members or the church of the ju- 
wy | ſtice of this charge? nothing at all. They muſt take the 


42 bare aſſertions and allegation of the libellers, vz. of the 
oe aſſembly 1438, and their commiſſion, as ſufficient evidence 


the and proof that the grounds of ſeceſſion are unjuſtiſiable. 
= and that the preſent ſeceſſion is unwar rantable. This 
oy Js a dealing with men by mere church-authority; and un- 


| becoming ſuch courts who profeſs themſelves to be pres- 
wor, byterian, and who, atcording' to their principles,' have' 


— other than a miniſterial or ſtewardly authority from rhe 

: be ad of the church, and who onght to declare his mind 
ge PPP "> Jaw 
* N \ , . 


* 


* . ade - 6h £ 


[46] 15 


if 4:7 and will from his word, for the ediſication of the mem- 
ae nh 3os 1h i a 
14: 318; The ſecond article of libel is, That the ſeceding mi- 
1 niſters have aſſumed a power of aſſociating and erecting 


_ © themſelves into a preſbytery, Gc. The ſaid miniſters 
judge that they have warrant from the word of God for 
their presbytenal aſſociation, and they have given their 
1155 grounds and reaſons for judging ſo in the preface to their 
1 i | Judicial Act and Teſtimony, to which they refer; and when 
+/7/- they endeavour to teſtify againſt the defections of the preſent 
It judicatures, as alſo judicially to affert the truths of Chriſt; 


7 


HAR, that have been oppoſed and controverted in our day, they 
U. ecxerciſe no other power but what any presbytery d 
Hh conſtitute, and in the ſame fituation with themſelves, 
Fey: may warrantably lay claim to 
188 The third article of libel is, That the ſeceding mini · 
1 i ſters, as a presbytery, have framed and publiſhed to the 
. * world/a printed paper, called, Act Declaration and Tef- 
111 - © timony, Oc.“ | gone © nd Bl 4100 oo 
N In the above article of libel, the Act and Teſtimony. is 
1 condemned in bulk, without condeſce nding upon any one 
* particular in it as contrary to the word of God, or our ap- 
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| proven ftandards; and the ſeceding miniſters may ſafely | 
| challenge any of their accuſers, to ſhew them any one prin- 


ciple 3 in their teſtimony, but what is agreeable to 

f God, and the laudable acts and conſtitutions 
of this church. The libellers alledge, that the judicial 
Act and Teſtimony, caſts many groundleſs and calumnious 


reflections upon the church, and the judicatures thereof; 


but they have not mentioned one of theſe many alledge 
groundleſs reflections. The ſeceding miniſters Judged it 
their duty to point out particularly the deviations of the 
zudicatures from the law and the teſtimony, and from 


our reformation-ſtandards agreeable thereto; and it is to 


be regretted, that the judicatures are ſo far from being ſen- 


ſible of their backſlidings, that they juſtify themſelves in 


the ſame ; and that when they are told their fins, they 
condemn ſuch as deal plainly with them, as caſting calum- 
nious and groundleſs reflections upon them. This is the 


way that a backſliding church and corrupt church- men 
have always purſued : they have pronounced themſelves 


k ” 
3 
* — — 
. = I 1 * * * 
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Prophet; 


++ + 244m. Bhs <0 « 


wk innocent, and libelled and profecute ſuch as have dealt 
l faithfully and plainly with them, Jer. ii. 35. Tet thou /ayeſty 
#13: 5188 becauſe I am innocent, ſurely his anger hall turn fromme; 
{i "behold I will plead auiih thee, becauſe thou ſajeſt I have not 
1 inned. Jer xvii. 18. Then ſaid they, come, and let us deviſe 
1 devices againſt jeremiah, for the law ſball not periſh from 
I the ericfl, nor counſel from the wiſe, nor the word from the 


ledged, That the ſeceding 


— 


{ 
7” 0 


Prophet ; come and let us ſmite him with the tongue, and 
let us not give beed to any of bis words. It is further al- 


Feſtimony, do, with the air of a paramount power and 


authority, condemn this church and the judicaturesthere- 
* of for their proceedings. If the libeller. mean, that a 


few may not judicially condemn the proceedings of a nu- 
merous body, which are to the * cm of truth, then, 
according to them, numbers mu 

and if truth is yoted ut-of doors by numbers, then it 
muſt be deſerted, without a judicial Teſtimony for it. At 


this rate the Teftim ony of thereformed; againſt the church 
of Rome, muſt be condemned, becauſe the Romiſh clergy - 


had numbers on their ſide, and Luther and Calvin, and 
our other reformers, according to this reaſoning, aſſumed 


to themſelves a paramount power over the church and the 


judicatures thereof: but the ſeceding miniſters may boldly 
affirm, according to the judgment of all our reformed di- 
vines, that when the word of the Lord is againſt a church, 


- 


and the 3 the judicatures thereof, any one mi- 


niſter may teſtify doctrinally againſt the ſame; and if one 


miniſter may teſtify doctrinally, then a few miniſters aſſo- 


ciate together have warrant and authority, from the 


word of God, to emit a judicial Teſtimony againſt ſuch | 


proceedings, | EE net . 
The fourth article of libel conſiſts of ſeveral branches. 
The firſt branch of the ſaid article is, That they do not 
* confine themſelves te their own particular charges, but 
* diſpenſe ordinances to perſons of other congregations, 
* without the knowledge or conſent of the miniſters to 
* which they belong; and the bel afterwards condeſcends 
upon their preaching and baptizing children without the 
bounds of their-own congregations, and without the con- 
ſent of the miniſters, or authority of the presbytery in the 


* 


bounds. 95 


always bear the ſway; 


miniſters, in theix Act and 


— 


As for the above article of charge againſt chem, PAY 


ſeceding miniſters would reckon it much more eaſy work 


and labour for them to keep themſelves within the "2 
of their own congregations ; but ſince the judicatures of 


the church are breaking down our conſtitution, and ſcat- 
tering and oppreſſing the Lord's heritage thro” the land, 
as the ſaid miniſters have made evident in the papers em- 


mitted by them, and particularly in their Act and Decli- 


nature read before the laſt aſſembly, therefore the aſſo- 


ciate presbytery e obliged, and judge it their duty, in 
ſuch a ſituation ot the church, to fend ſome of their num- 
er to preach and baptize in different corners of the land, 
upon application made unto them by many of the Lord's 
N 5 13 4 e aggrie - 8. 


* 


* 


— 
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5 ieved heritage, who have ſeceded from the judicatures, 
and who have declared their acceſhon to the ſaid presby- 
tery; and as they diſpenſe the ſacrament of baptiſm to 
none without ſufficient teſtimony concerning their walk 
and converſation, and previous examination of their know- 
ledge, fo they cannot ſee any ground for a libel upon this 
head, unleſs it muſt be made an article of libel againſt them, 
that they diſpenſe ſealing ordinances to ſuch who volun- 
tarily, and from conſcience of their duty, depart: from 
communion with the judicatures who are carrying on a 
courſe of defection, and who accede to a judicial teſti- 
mony unto the covenanted doctrine, worſſiip, diſcipline, and 
government of the church of Scotl anlegen. 
The ſecond branch of this article of libel is, That the 
* ſeceding miniſters, have taken upon them to ordain el- 
ders in ſome congregations,” And this the aſſociate preſ- 
bytery judge their duty to do, that our presbyterian or- 
der and government may be maintained and kept up a- 
mongſt ſuch as have ſubjected themſelves to the ſaid preſ- 
bytery; and they judge it like ways neceſſary, in order to 
the diſpenſing of ſealing ordinances amongſt them with 
more ſafety, according to the laudable rules of this church, 
that elders be ordained among them, who may watch o- 
ver the walk and converſation of profeſſors, and who may 
be capable to inform the presbytery, or any of the mini- 
ſters thereof, concerning the walk and behavour of the 
aa RIGS ont 
The third branch of the above article is, That theaſ- 
* ſociate preſbytery keep faſts in different corners of the 
country.“ And this is a day wherein the Lord calls to 
faſting,mourning and girding with ſackcloath, ſo it is to be 
regretted that the preſent judicatures are ſo war negligent 
in this duty, and when they appoint days of faſting and 
humiliation, they refuſe particularly to acknowledge their 
own fins and the fins of former times, and therefore the 
aſſociate N judge it their duty to appoint days 
of faſting and humiliation in ſuch places of the land, 
and amongſt ſuch as apply to them for that effect, and who 
profeſs their willingneſs to humble themſelves under the 
many awful ſigns, grounds and cauſes of the Lord's quatrel 
and controverſy againſt us. As for what is alledged, that 
the ſeceding miniſters, by their above practices, do in 2 
great meaſure neglect their proper minifterial work in theit 
own pariſhes, it is a bare-fac'd calumny ; they may be fa. 
 tisfied to have their diligence compared en their minifterial 
work in their own pariſhes with that of their keeneſt accu- 
Jers; and they may likeways e affirm, that not- 
withſtanding of thur preſbyterial aſſoci 
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ties which it 


oblige them unto, they are as little di- 


verted from their proper miniſterial work in their reſpec- 


tive charges, as when they were in connexion: with the 
judicatures, and approven by them for their diligence. 

The fifth article of libel. is concerning their taking 
* ſome perſons under probationary trials, and their actual- 


ly licenſing one or more to preach the goſpel 


The par- 


ticular inſtance afterwards conde ſcended upon in the libel, 
is their licenſing Mr. John Hunter to preach the goſpel. 

It is what the ſeceding miniſters acknowledge, and own 
that they have licenſed the ſaid Mr. John Hunter to preach 
the goſpel, after he had paſſed thro' the ordinary trials, 
and was approven in them; and they judge it their duty, 


not only to licenſe, but alſo to ordain men to the work 


of the holy miniſtry, whenever providence ſhall open a 
door for it, particularly among the ſcattered and broken 
heritage of God, who are groaning under the weight. of 
intruded hirelings, and can find no help and relief from 
the preſent-judicatures ; and as their relief is one of the 


main ends of their preſbyterial aſſociation, ſo, ſeeing that 


they are a preſbytery conſtitute in the name of the Lord 
Jeſus, __ doubt nothing of his warrant to commit the 


goſpel tru 


to faithful men, and to ſend forth labourers 
into his oppreſſed and waſted vineyard, | 


The fixth-article of libel coincides with the firſt, only 


4 * 


they date the departure of the firſt four miniſters from the 
judicatures from the month of June 1734. but if they had 
narrated matter of fact, they ought to have dated their 
withdrawing from the judicatures from November 1733. 
when the commiſſion, in purſuance of the act of aſſembly 
that year, thruſt the ſaid miniſters out from communion - 
with all the ſaid, judicatures, and this is what the libel- 


lers do very well knaw was the 


The ſeventh article of libel is 8 z the licenſing 
of Mr. John Hunter, which has been conſidered already. | 


_ 


The eight article of libel is, That the. ſeceding mini- 
* ſters did, as ee take under their cognizance 
dm 


© the caſe of Archibald 


und, and declared himfree of _ 


the cenſure of the leſſer excommunication laid upon him 


by the preſbytery of Dumblain,? -- | 


The ſaid Archibald having, for the helpof his memory, 
drawn up a paper. as ſubject of private communing with 
his miniſter, relating to the publick defections, and any 


concern he judged his miniſter had therein, with a declar- 
ed deſign, mentioned in the 1aid paper, to pave- the 


way 


for his continuing to join his miniſtry, with the greater 

freedom and edification, at the ſame time ſubmitting to his 

miniſter's inſtruction in caſe he was in the wrong. But the 
RET, 5 A | „ *" * _-* 
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miniſter, inſtead of endeavouring to inſtruct or gain his pa · 
: raſhioner with a ſpirit of meekneſs, by a friendly commun- : 
ing, upon his reading the ſaid paper, falls out into a paſ- 
hon, carries it before the ſeſſion, the ſeſſion refers it tothe 
| preſbytery of Dumblain, where, after long dependence, it 
[13H iſſues ina ſentence of lefſer excommunication againſt him, 
(018 Which was intimate by order of the B from the 
pulpit of Logie. The faid Archibald judging himſelf in- 
zured, and having no hopes of redreſs from the ſuperior  ! 
Judicatories, lays an extract of the whole proceſs before 
the aſſociate preſbytery, who finding by the ſaid extract, 
that the above paper for converſation was the only foun- 
dation of the proceſs againſt him, and that the man had'a 
good title to repreſent unto his miniſter what was aggrie- 
'ving unto him, without fear of cenſure, and conſidering 
that the great end of their preſbyterial aſſociation was the 
relief of the Lord's oppreſſed heritage, groaning under the 
arbitrary proceedings of the preſent judicatures, did there» 
fore relax the man from the {aid ſentence, and appointed 
; Mr. Erſſcine to baptize his child, which he did accordingly; 
'/ * and they can eaſily juſtfy their conduct herein before the 
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| Ne unprejudiced world, by publiſhing an extract of the whole 
HEAR proceſs, if it be found needfſuuvuln. 
1 The ninth article of libel is, That one or other of the 


wh 1 © miniſters of the aſſociate preſbytery did, on occaſion of 
V © a faſt held at Balfron, abſolve from ſcandal Thomas Bu- 
chanan and Florence Graham.“ The caſe is in ſhort this 
the ſaid Thomas Buchanan and Florence Graham, being in 
acceſhon to the presbytery, were married at Stirling upon. 
theMonday after the diſpenſing the ſacrament of the Lord's 
ſupper at Gargunnock, and in their way home they paſſed 
by the meeting for worſhip at Gargunnock, with a bag- 
„pipe Ta before the company; as this gave juſt ground 
To offence, ſothey were conveened before the aſſociate ſeſ- 
fion of Balfron, and appointed to be rebuked dee RE 
which was accordingly done by one of the miniſters of the 
aſſociate presbytery ; and it is left to the unprejudiced 
world to judge if this is juſt ground for an article of li- 
bel. It may only be further noticed, that tho' the ſaid; 
Buchanan oppoſed that practice of playing on the pipe at 
that time, and yet was cenſured as above for not oppoſing. 
it more effeQually, yet we have not heard that any of theſe 
15 that were in company with him, and who were more ac- 
N tive in that ſcandalous practice, and are ſtill in communion 
1. with the church- judicatures, have ever been cenſured for 
it; the ſame, . F 
? The tenth article of libel is, That the aſſociate preſ- 
- © bytery.did take upon them to excommunicate one pv ö 
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« Leſly Baxter in Pleaſance in the pariſh of Watch near 


rann Thbe caſe is briefly as follows. The 155 2 
y ' - iid 


David Leſſy having acceded to the presbytery, did, 

the ſaid acgeſſion, eſpouſe ſome principles everſiße of ci- 
vil goverment, and having read a paper before a commit - 
tee of the whole houſe, containing his ſaid dangerous 


principles, he was cited unto the presbytery; and tho' the 
presbytery uſed means to reclaim him, yet he adhered te- 


naciouſly. tc his principles, and at the ſame time ſhewed 


an inſolent contempt of the presbytery, and therefore they 


judged it their duty to teſtify againſt his extravagant prig= 
ciples and contumacious practice, by laying him under the 
ſentence of leſſer excommunication, and by recommend- 


ing it to thoſe that are under their inſpection to withdraw 


from him, as a brother that walks diſorderly; and it may 


be ſurpriſin that judicatures, who make ſuch liberal ꝓro- 


feſſions of loyalty to the civil government, ſhould make 
it an article of libel againſt the ſeceding miniſters, viz. 
their inflicting the above cenfure upon one who had pol 
only vented, < with the greateſt contumacy maintained 


10 t 
and aſſerted principles everſive of civil government, reſu- 
ſing and deſpiſing the proper means of information and in- 


ſtruction, that he might be reclaimed from the error of his 
way. | e ee 


After ſome other articles of libel which have been al- 


ready upon the matter conſidered, the laſt article of libel 


is laid againſt Mr. Ebenezer Erſkine, miniſter of the goſ- 
pel at Stirling, for proteſting from the pulpit of the church 
of Stirling, againſt five elders there ARMIN 
narrated by the hbellers.after their own way; but that 
the unprejudiced world may be ſatisfied, it is ag pro- 
per to give the following ſhort narrative of the cafe. 
The two miniſters of Stirling, particularly the late re- 
verend Mr. Alexander Hamilton, having, oppoſed the in- 
truſion of Mr. lee Mackie upon the pariſh of St. Ni- 


nians, who was obtruded upon the people by a riding come 


mittee, the {aid Mr. Mackie did his utmoſt; in a way of re- 
ſentment, to diſturb the peace and quiet of the miniſters 
and congregation of Stirling; for which end he infi- 
nuated himſelf upon five of „ of ſefften, who 
had formerly lived in as much unity with their miniſters as 


any of the reſt, and who had concurred with them in wit- 
neiling againſt the proceedings of the zudicatures, as 15 to 


be ſeen in the ſtate of the proceſs. againſt Mr. Erſkine, 


However, a little after Mr. Mackie was intruded upon St. 


Ninians, they began to withdraw from diets” of © ſeſhon 
tor prayer, privy cenſure and ordinary bufineſs, except 
7 = | | 25 p — 5 * 4 1 + v} h 
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when they came to ſerve a turn, for which conduct they 
were gravely and judiciall y. rebuked by the worthy Mr; 
Alexander Hamilton, a little before the adminiſtration of 
the ſacrament of the Lord's ſupper in Stirling, April 1737. 

"Inſtead of receiving the rebuke kindly, and as precious 
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N oil, they behaved as if that worthy man had broken their 
48 heads, for immediately after it they deſerted the ſeſſfion, 
701. without giving any reaſon for their ſo doing, and tho”. 
1 ſent for again and again to attend the ſeſſion, and the 
15 2 of their office, eſpecially upon the occaſion of the 

JIA: | ſacrament of the Lord's ſupper in the place, they obſti- | 

0 nately refuſed, turning their back, not only upon their 
r. ; 38 


miniſters and fellow elders,- but alſo upon the ordinances 
of God, all of them, except one, leaving the town and 
[ going to neighbouring congregations, that day the facra- | 
me ment was celebrated in the place, to the great offence and 
WE. + ſcandal of religion. Wy WY: 1021438 
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l - The two miniſters of Stirling, Mr. Hatnilton and Mr, 
(8-148 Erskine in order to prevent the profanation of the table of 


. 


Wh > - e Lord, entred upon a reſolution to examine-privately 
11 all that ſhould be admitted, and to appoint diets for that 
effect, and at the ſame time agreed to read the publick 
warning which follows. e ee 
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ment auith reſpect to intended communicants, a- 


Alverii | 7h, 
| 2 upon by the minifters. of the place, Stirling, Feb. 
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Imo. That none apply for the benefit of that ordinance 


who have nota tolerable acquaintance with the principles 
of our holy religion, with their loft eſtate in the firſt Adam, 
and breach of a covenant of works, and the way of reco- 
very by. a ſecond Adam, and covenant of rich and free 
grace, and thro” faith in him, and who are unaquainted 
with the nature, uſe and ends of the facraments of the New: 
Teſtament, particularly that of the Lord's ſupper now in 
view.  2do, That none apply for the benefit of that ordi- 
ce, who are enemies to the covenanted doctrine, wog 
ſhip „ diſcipline and government of the church of Chr 
in this land, and who are not reſolved thro? grace 9 
cleave to the Lord with full purpoſe of heart, in faith 
love and goſpel obedience thereunto. 3710. That none ap- 
ply for the benefit of that ordinance,” who live in the . 
glect of ſecret and family worſhip, or do for ordinary at 
ent from een Whether on dene 
day, unneceſſarily, and flight diets of catechizing, %, 
thoſe were not worthy. of their attendance, ' 4% That 
none apply for the above benefit, who have not a com 
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„ en becoming the golpel, in religion, righteouſneſs and 
Y. | ſobriety, but are ungodly and immoral in their praftice, * 
+ ſuch as Kurſers, ſwearers, L 8 perſons, falſe witneſs © ; 
1 ſes, liars, backbitters, Sabbath-breakers, unclean perſons, _ 
55 drunkards, tipplers; alſo thoſe that are unfaithful in their | 
I ſereral ftations and relations, whether as ſuperiots, ijn- | 
1 feriors, or equals, particularly ſuch as drive any unlawful 
u trade or occupation, or who 40 not make a lawful uſe of | 
+ their lawful callings, or Who are cheaters, or oppreſſors A 
— of their 7 N ; and hkeways alt thoſe that are at 

. J variance with their neighbours, or who. entertain malice 1 
1 Ne in ther Ne WEI no IO | 
r This practice of the two miniſters, according to the a» | 


"MR 25 


5 . bove reſolve, was mightily cried down by thoſe who'wan+ | 
ad ted to kindle the flame of jealouſy and diviſionin the place, 


a” as if it were a thingabſalutely unlawful or unprecedented, 

ad attho? it is well known that the like ce has been 

J obſerved by a great many miniſters in this church, in | 
wo order to prevent unworthy partaking of that ſolemn ord i- 
- OT. nate. no A LEE ET” - "II 
ely The five elders were prompted to make the above prac- J 
hat tice a ground of complaint unto the judicatures; accord - oF 


ingly after the ſacrament, when the feſhon was met for | 
diſtributing the collections to the poor, the forefaid fre 
elders compear with a projet full of falſe and injurious ©. - - 
_ 4-1 \ Wl reflections upon their, miniſters and fellow elders, wit n 
'eb. al proteſting that all the acts and deeds of the ſeſion — -, 
J Þ ſhould be held null and void, while Mr. Erskine fat there 
as moderator or member, altho? his relation to the con- 
gregation of Stirling {till fubſiſteee r. 
Means having been uſed to bring this proteſt to the Raps 
rior zudicatures, the reverend Mr. Hamilton was called 
home to glory, January 1738, While this proceſs was in 
dependence; and as he was frequently heard to fay, that 
theſe five men would bring his grey hairs with forrow to 
the grave, ſo they expreſſed ſo little concern atithe remo- 
val of that faithful miniſter of Jeſus Chriſt from among 
them, that when his corps was within two hours or there- 
by of its interment, they were inſiſting before the preſby= _ 
tery then fitting, that their proceſs \againft him andthe - 
other members of ſeſſion ſhould be called and judged in; 
however, theſe are the men that moſt be ſupporredin or- 
der to pave the way for the intruſion of a miniſter. upon 
the congregation of 3 90 Accordingly, when the pro- 
ceſs is carried before the ſuperior judicatures, theſe five 
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elders are approven in their conduct, and declared to bee 
the only ſeſhon of Stirling, and the other twelve elders, 
sho adhered to their miniſters in the faithful exerciſe of 

n 21 1 — * ps, 3 5 t f 3 . 6.4 
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r ch; particũ 5 in letting that rail about the ths 
ble of the Lord, which they * exprefly: warranted: and 
12975 de Fl \ he word to do, are condemned without 

95 ed etime; anti it is left v0 the Ubpreju- 
Wk 1 4 to iu ge, ede the conduct of the judicatures 


atters Has not a vident tendency to fer up 4 
hen 


Ie 0 vr, iti t be Burk, ts the con and. Fuih 
of thediſcipline ol che houfe be at og | 
- ag os, to proceed to the ſpecial article. of Abel a. 
ainſt Mr, Erstis Alto' nv” ecelefialtic jadicature ab 
N the twelve elders actually ſuſpended from any part 
oft eir'office, dl t 15 Ne viſtiares of e e 
eir Na wing . to culle 
ngs "a0 ppotnrig the fe elcers only to 
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8 one ever ſince, to the great loſs «pom 
Ws ies and all of them, except one, with raw from 
the public © SOA imitxediately after the tongregation' is 
nveened: rl Mr. Are finding that the h- 
rties rivileges of om were ſo openly 
ioraded, and fe Hoo 'vigble way of redreſs; 11 udged kth: 
ſelf ge, as miniſter of the place, upon the 23 da 
„1239. being the irn 4 that the five el 15 
"collects at the appointine no} of th . Nnagiftkatte to exoner 
imſelf by a doctrinal prote tion, in N of og com> 
desto, in the following terms. | 


In regard every tb ing the houſe of the B's ebene 
ought to be done FE ing to the wall of che God of - 
* yea, every pin, od's tabernacle in the Old T. 
© ment was to Be atid fer according to che arteth 
© ſhewed in the Holy Mount „ all the officers and offering; 
< of that diſpenſation were tobe of God's ERAS and 
appointment, much more 34 it to be ſo u the New 
* Teſtament church, of Which the old tabertiacte was 4 
© type and ſhadow. And becauſe I perceive men ftanding 
© at the gates of this houſe, collecting the offerings of the 
© Lord, who are intruded upon this congregation,to the ex- 
cluſion of the lawful officers, whom worthy miniſters of 
this place, now in glory, as well as myfelf, have owned, 
and to whom this congregation have alon ſubjected 
as church · officers and/ rulers in the houſe of God, but 
are now excluded by an 3 and tyrannical authority, 
civil and ecclefia nn without any libel, proceſs, ori 
pretended crime, but rel 5 by the arbitrary will of ec- 
cleſiaſtical courts, ſupported'now by the civil authority 
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: way inconfiſtent with the duty of a miniſter, when unjuſt 
A 


unlawful ſentences are p 


The hiſtory of this church affords ſeveral examples of 
this fort, which ſhall be here inſert as witneſſes againſt the 


men of this generation, when they ſee how boldly the men 
of God, in former times, contended for the rights and 


privileges of Chriſt's houſe, - 


Mr. Andrew Duncan mi 
Andrews, April 22. 1619. he declinedthe court; and after 
they pronpunced the ſentence of de ofition and im riſon· 
| ve in the following prote 
Now | 
© T have been accuſed of yon, buthave been ſerving Chrift 
© Jeſus my maſter, in rebuking vice in ſimplicity and 
© righteouſneſs of heart, I proteſt for a remeed at God the 
* righteous judge his hands, to whom vengeance belong- 
* eth' and who will repay, and ſummon vou before his 
© dreadful judgment-ſeat, to be cenfured and puniſhed for 
* ſuch unrighteous dealing, at ſuch time as his majeſty. 


| © (meaning the righteous judge of all the earth) ſhall 


think expedient, &c," Calderwoods's Hiſt. p. 730. _ 
Mr. John Scrimgeor minifter at Kinghorn, having been 
deprived of his miniſterial office, and ſentenced to-confine- 


ment in Dundee, by the high gommiſſion court at St An · 


drews, March 1. 1620. he offered ſeveral reaſons for ſtop- 
ing of their ſentence, which being diſregarded, he preſen- 
ted the following proteſtation. I proteſt before the Lord 


© Jeſus, that I get manifeſt wrong, my reaſons and alle- 
- * gations are not conſidered and anſwered, I atteft you to 
_ © anſwer ee er. glorious appearance for this and chal- 
l lenge exceptiohem fori ad ligitimum forum et judicem ; 
© likeas I appeal to the Lord Jeſus his eternal word, the 
king my dread ſovereign his laws, the conſtitutions of 


© this Kirk and kingdom, the councils and aſſemblies of 
| that I ſtand miniſter of the evangel, 

and only by violence am thruſt fromthe ſame.“ Calder- 

wood's Hift. p. 749. Dy rs „ 


The author of the fulfilling of the Scripture relates we 


following paſſage concerning Mr. Robert Blair, After 
5 | er, he with. others of 
© his' worthy brethren, was ſilenced by the Biſhop, and, as 


he told, himſelf was in the church when the Biſhop (one 
* Eckline) did himſelf intimatd the ſentence ; upon which 
Mr. Blair roſe up publicly 0 „ and 
* with great authority did cite the Biſhop to ltr + 


in the congregation, and 


* 
* — 
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IG | are paſſed to the manifeſt detti- 
ment of Chriſt's kingdom, and no probable view of re- 


ew: iniſter at Crail, having compear- 
ed upon a citation before the high commiſhon court at St. 


tion «© | 
eing I have done nothing in this buſineſs whereof 
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us Ch 
gainſt thoſe whom he knew to be faithful miniſters of 
© the goſpel; whereupon the man was ſo aſtonithed,'t 
© he immediately cried oat, 'Frepeal from the. tribunal of 
* the juſtice of God, to the throne of bis meren. To whom” 
« Mr. Blair replies, Sir, Jar" REPrar is rejected, for you 
* know what 'your are doing it di 


rely againſt your con- 


© ſcience; aubich hath made you bear witneſs tous as the 
* ſervants b 


: J Chrift. A few months after the Bi- 
* ſhop fell Pyke the . enquiring about his 


y co „ 


Mr. Robert Mac Ward delivered himſel 
member of this church of Scotland, and an unworthy 


© miniſter in it, I do this day call-you who are the people 


© of God to witneſs, that I humbly offer my diſſent to all 
acts which are, or ſhall be paſſed againſt the covena 
* and work of reformation in Scotland, G. 2d. Pro- 
* teft,” that | amdefirous to be free of the guilt thereof, 
* and pray that God may put it upon record in heayen. 
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Weddrow's Hiſt. p. 58 


the covenants . 


7 y _— ſay, - 5 578 fodied. 
 Fulflling of the fjeripture, 2 . 
1. ct Gothe following 
part, as a poor 


Altho' Mr. Erskine doth not pretend to the ſame meaſure 


of the Spirit with theſe great men, yet he judged it his 
duty to write after their example, eſpecially when he 
tound himſelf warranted by his commi 


to warn the wicked of the evil of his way, as he would deli - 
ver his own foul : and what is a doctrinal ſummons, but 
a warning that men muſt appear before God to give an 
accqunt of the deeds done in the body? and What is a 
doctrinal proteſt, but a ſolemn; Declaration and Teſtimony 


againſt ſin and for duty ? and for this way of ſolemn pro- 


teſtiog or witneſſing, Mr. Etskine and every other mini · 
ſter have the prophets for a pattern t, 1 Sam. viii, 9. 
Hoaubeit, yet fg egg unto them, and ſhew them 
the manner o{ the ing that 4225 reign over them; where 
hew his great diſpleaſure at the people's car- 
riage towards him, commands the prophet in his name to 
ne their procedure, howbeit, yet proteſt ſo- 
emnly unto them, or, as the words are rendered upon the 


d ſo to do, where the Watchmen is commanded of God 


margin, nat withftanding, when thou b ſolemnly proteſted 


againſt them, which reading ſeems belt to agree both 
the ſcope, and what is ſaid Verſe 19. It is 


ts, ll. 
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| + See Mr, MacWard's Defence before the Council, 
Woddrow'; Hiſt. p. 80, 81. | 5, 15 A 
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Fat damm, hundred and 22 nine Marte hon 


r gee aſſembly of the church of Scotland h har: 
dered the | bet drawn up by the commi 
. 1 a aſt e and e in purſuance of an ad 
dog Willem 1 eſſieurs Ebenezer Erskine at Le . 
Wilfon at Perth, Alexander Moncrieff at 
bn James Fiſher at Kinclaven, Ralph Erſkine-at | 
wieal pe, T homas Mair at Orwel, T Thomas N 
otſhall, and James Thomſon at Brun 5 miniſters; 
ts with the appearance of che dal defenders before 
| cke aſſembly; and that after the moderat 7, in name of 
the alem had ſignifſed to them, That tho? they 
were c 4 here to anfwer to a libel, the aſſembly were 
s „ yerylo th to be obliged to proceed upon it; and. that, 
if the ſaid defenders would on OY few a * difpolition to re- 
3 16 be af the duty and obedience they owe to this. church 
mbly was ready to forgive all that was paſt, bs 
7 Ny receive them with open arms. The ſaid defenders, 
N of accepting; r peimg than 1 for Ling teniry, N 
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8 


* , 
% * 


* „ a 
/ 15 


wud. | prove; dds le d is has A 
iüntitled, 4# »f rhe affeciate orerbybcty; "FAIRS a 


ht are not lawfy right conſtitute rourty brit; und 
ing NW declining al 5 7855 22555 and/j 1 Hat ine 
QVe Jaid judicatures aim io then fetves ober the ſaid 
be» presvy Frey, r atly ke the members fee a over hed -—þ 
if are under their inſpettion; and partioulahy dec iin 
er- authority Mu general afſernbly now, met of Easbargh 4h 


nay 8 rot of May 1739. Upon whieh the aſſembly eauled thi 

and laid libel tö be read, 1 tic permirted che [6 hin 
os ders, by the laid Mr. Thomas Mair, whe" poke as the 
ing nou of them grower: ſaid paper, and genf 
not ive inthe ſamè, towhich all threde ferrders declared their 


the yy erence; whereupon they were erdered te withdraw, 
fec- || after being directed by the moderator ts attend with 


ied, they ſhould be again called upon by the 'aſcmbly ; and 


and they Ji been this day again called, and bot comEAfIn 

the tha? geteral. aſſembly nd, and het hereby find the 2 1 
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„ + ticularly chat of depoſition ; BUT in ref, in this 
111 A before they proceeded to call 0 70 ARA 1 
2n inclination had been expreft by ſeveral members not #6: 
-* © , proceed to a final ſentence againſt them at this time, baut 
8 ta forbear the ſame yet another year, in order to givethent 
A further time to return to their duty, and to render them 
till more inexcuſeable if they ſhould perſiſt in their uu ar⸗ 
Tantable ſeparation; and tho, from their behaviour at their 
Appearance, and the Paper given in by them, there is lit- 
ile hope left of their being reclaimed to their duty, but 
: hay eem determined to continue in their moſt unwarran- * 
table and ſchiſmatical courſes, and, as far as in them 
lies, to ruin and deftroy the ine of religion 1n this 
church, this aſſembly have thought fit to forbear inflicting 
the juſt cenfure upon them 3 42 time, and to refer the 
ſame to the next general aſſembly, to which this alſembly 
earneſtly. recommend to.inflit the cenfurs of apap tion, 
without further delay, upon ſuch of the ſaid defenders as 
- ſhall not, betwixt and that time, either in preſence of the 
commiſſion to be named by this aſſembly, or of the enſuing 
3 aſſembly, retract the ſaid pretended At and De- 
; clinature, and return to their duty and ſubmiſſion to this 
church. And che aſſembly further recommend to all the 
members of this aſſembly, and particularly ſuch of them 
as ſhall be members of the next aſſembly, there to urge 
and inſiſt for their compliance with this recommendation, 
Which this aſſembly cannot allow themſelves to doubt will” 
- $5.8 8 it will be then abſolutely neceſſary for the 
11 intereſt and credit of this church, that the foreſaid cenſure 
11] NH be pronounced and inflicted againft ſuch of the ſaid defend - 
ers as ſhall then be perſiſting in their ſeparation.” And in re- 
$1218 | i c the ſaid defenders have not appeared, tho' called this 
diet, the aſſembly order their commiſſion to cauſe eite 
them again, to appear before the next aſſembly, to abide 
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that their commiſhon do cite him de nov to anſwer to. the 

._next aſſembly, for the matters contained in the ſaid libel - 

rs and paper given in by him and the other defenders. And 
' © _totheend the like ſchiſmatical and deviſive courſes, which 

. - _ have.ſo much diſturbed the peace and quiet of the church 
Aud of the country, and are fo very contrary to la e 


E 
N 
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| the judgment thereof, upon the ſaid libel, and the faid pa- 
per given in by the defenders inſtead of an anſwer :; to 
| which aſſembly the faid libel and proceſs is hereby gon: 
15 tinued and referred as above. And as one of the defend> 
W588 ers Mr. james Thomſon miniſter at Burntiſland, who was. 
W not contained in the act of the laſt aſſembly, the general P 
| aſſembly, without determining on the objection offered by 
. his pariſh to the citation of bim, did agree and reſolye, 
wy 
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presbyteries and ſynods ſtrictly to obſerve the ſixth act 
of the aſſembly 1708. intitled, Add for ſuppreſſing /ehiſms 


© joined, and peremptorily appointed, that all the presby- 
* teries and ſynods take particular notice of all their mem- 
c bart prone ers, or others under their inſpection, and if 
* they 

ties, ot ſchiſmatical courſes;that they duly call them to an 


© their fault, even to depoſition of miniſters 
and to apply to the commiſſion for their advice, as they 
* ſhall ſee cauſe.” And without derogating from the gene- 
rality thereof, the aſſembly ordains all presbytenes, to 
whom any miſter ſhall preſume to give in a ſeceſſion or 
ſeperation from this church, forthwith to give notice there= 
of to the moderator of the commiſſion of aſſembly for t he 
time, and to inſtruct the members of their presbytery, who 
ſhall be members of ſuch commiſſionꝝ to aſk the opinion 
and direction of that commiſhon at their firſt diet after of · 
fering ſuch ſeceſſions, to the end, that if ſuch, preſbyte- 
ries cannot in the mean time prevail with the brethren, 
who ſhall ſo preſume to ſecede, to retract their ſeceſſion, 


ding to the above act of aſſembly; and what opinions and 
directions of the commiſſion for the time, as preſby- 
teries ſhall receive, agreeable thereto, theſe presbyteries 
are hereby ſtrictly enjoined to follow the ſame; and in caſe 
any presbytery, to whom ſuch ſeceſſion or ſeparation 
ſhall be given in, ſhall fail in their duty in the premiſſes, 
the aſſembly ORDAINS the ſynods, within whoſe 
bounds they may ly, without delay, to do therein as they 
ſhall think fit, agreeable to the above act of aſſem ly; 


aſſembly, to take ſuch matters into their own-cognizance 2 
and in all ſuch caſes, the presbyteries, ſynods, or com- 
miſſion. to be appointed by this aſſembly, reſpectively, if 
they eannot quickly reclaim ſach ſeceding brethren, are 


dicatures of this church, with relation to the foreſaid mi- 
niſters, ſetting forth the gentle methods uſed for reclaim- 


drawn up by a committee to be named for that effect, and 


5 
printed, and copies thereof to be tranſmitted to each pre. 
!: ĩ⅛¾ iV]. 
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ligton and godlineſs, may be, for hereafter Sſteckuglly Mt. 
ouraged and prevented, the general aſſembly ordains all 


and diſorders in the church 1 by which It is ſtrictly en- 


nd-any miniſters or others to fall into irregulari- 


account, and cenſure them according tg the merits of 
ers and elders, 


ſuch brethren may be torthwith proceeded againſt, accor- 


and in caſe ſuch ſynods ih all fail in their duty, the aſſem- 
bly ORDAINS the commiſſion to be appointed by this 


hereby ordained to proceed againſt them, by wayof libel, 
to the, ſeritence of depofition, ' And the aſſembly Ap- 
POINTS, that a ſhort ſtate of the proceedings of the ju- 


ing them, and their undutiful behaviour to this church, be 
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ach who are endeavouring to bear teſtimony againſt their 
feeds which are evil, 1 John iii, 12. But tho” they load the 
ſlleceding miniſters in a very grieyous manner, with, un- 
Warrantable and ſchiſmatical practices, and with doing 
what in them lies to ruin and deftroy the intereſt of res 
* ligion in this church, and tho” they have earneſtly res 
commended it to the next general aſſembly to inflict the 
_ cenſure of depoſition without further delay, yet the ſaid 
miniſters may encourage themſelves in this, that the treat 
ment given them is not fingular, it is what they are war: 
ned of, that men ſhall ſpeak all manner of evil againſt ſack 
as ſhall endeayour to lift up a teſtim ony for Chriſt an 
Huis truths, and that ſuch ſhall be perſecuted and caſt out o 
the ſynagogues. %%% nn el >. 
But it deſerves to be particularly obſeryed, that the 


, — 


i to infer depoſition, and alſo they find the ſame provet 


aſſembly, in their firſt a&, © find that the libel is relevan 


D in its moſt material articles, by the presbytery's 0 
and Declinature read in their preſence. This they find 


the libel relevant in bulk to infer a very heavy and weight! 
gvenſure, yet they have not found anyone article thereof t 
be contrary to the word of God; and our received and ap: 
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„ 
reckon the ſaid ſteys of deſection that are mentioned thete 
in to be nothing but groundleſt pretences:; it is a very a- 
mentable evidence that ine Lord has leftthe preſent jndi. 
catures in a very great meaſure, ud that they make their 
faces harder than a rock, and fefgſe to tur, ſer. v. 3 
„Likeways the aſſembly, in their abars zt, charge s 
ſeceding minifters with ſpeaking. in wolkinjurions, flo. 
* lent and difreſpectful terms concerning the higbeſt eib! 
authority.“ But this charge is laid in moſt general; and 2 
therefore in moſt injurious terms. If they bad dea fairly; - 3 
and according to their character as m , x 
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met in an aſſembly, they ought tohave Sone 
thoſe terms, concerning the higheſt civil authoriey, which 
they reckon n injuriousy diſreſpettful and in foros 1 
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| But it 18 plain, that, by the re general charge, no- 
thing elſe can be meant than the teſtimon + ves 


ment made upon the rights and privileges of the ſpiritual 1 3 
kingdom of the Lord Jeſus, in the late act af parliament _ 


proven the ſinfulneſs where of was never teſtified againſt by any of - 
y's ARJN the preſent judicatures, and therefore, according to che 
ey find} word of God they are juſtly chargeable wi | 
veighty ! rulers in their hearts, when they have ſuffered ſin d l 
ereoftofl upon them, without teſtifying faithfully againſt the fame, 
and ap: Levit. xix. 17. - And the feceding miniſters cane be 
judicedY reckoned guilty of ſpeaking in injurious, inſolent and diſre - 
n prin - ſpectful terms againſt the higheft civil authority, more than 
her ma: Jeremiah and the other 8 . were guilty of the ſame, | 
1caturesY} when they reproved the ſins of the civilrulersimtheirdays. * 5 
-nded u: But the ſeceding miniſters muſt here obſerve. with regrets” 'Y 
and De · that the'preſent judicatures are, by their procedure, ii . 
8 more in deep detection fem 
zinifters, Lord; for it is plain, that when the aſſembly harte ee *"% 
in their demned, in the above manner, the teſtimony hes > +2 
h upon given in their preſence againſt the above encroachmenton 1-2 
| that the the kingdom of Chriſt, "yg th ompliance * 


=> 3 
+ & 


lat V Fs , 
l — 3 x 1 
J t x Was 'S 4 . * n * 
. f * * aw Tag 4 8 BP... 
. | * * A A 
K - * > 4 . by 5 
. K . 7 — 4 e 2 * 8 - 
1 4 2 FP - 
J. * I. * * . * „n a of * Jo #7 £ * + 2 ry Bo DF - 2 Fo! 
4 IS ht n „ 64 N gs Ie 1 5 $5 
"Is * 4 1 * 4 £ * * * * 8 
4 — 1 C 1 ” 32 2 


E 
miniſtry of this church therewith, they have-theteby con- 
demned a teſtimony againſt the foreſaid encroachment and 


compliance, as a ſpeaking in moſt 77jurious; di/reſpedtiul . 
and infolent terms of the higheſt civil authority; and in like 


manner, when the ſeceding miniſters are declared to de- 


ſerve the higheſt cenſures of this church, and particularly 


depoſition, on account of their teſtimony againſt the ſiu- 


fulneſs of the foreſaid act of parliament, it is alſo plain that , 


a ſilent tubmiſhon unto the above encroachment upon the 
kingdom of Chriſt, without any ſuitable teſtimony againſt 
the ſame, is made a term of miniſterial communton by the 
preſent judicatures, For, according to the aboye words of 
their act of aſſembly, if any ſhall ſay that the act of parlia- 
ment anent captain John Porteous, contained a ſinful and 
eraſtian encroachment upon the kingdom of Chriſt, they 
ſpeak in the moſt injurious, inſolent and diſreſpectful terms 
of the higheſt civil authority, and deſerve the higheſt cen- 
ſures of the church, particularly that of depg/ition. 

The ſeceding miniſters may conclude from thewhole, that 
the preſent judicatures, inſtead of ſhewing the leaſt di ſpoſi- 


* 


ſeceſſion from them, by confeſſing their iniquities and re- 
turning to the Lord, are going on reſolutely in a courſe of 
backſliding from him; and tho' they have been called to 
return tothe maſt High, yet they refuſe to exalt him ; and 
therefore the aſſociate presbytery have good ground and 
. reaſon to judge it more and more warrantable and neceſ- 


fary for them to continue to teſtify in a way of ſeceſſion 


from the preſent judicatures, for the received principles 
of this covenanted church and land, and againſt a courſe 
of defection and backſliding from the ſame ; and they de- 
fire to pray that the Spirit of the Lord may be poured out 


upon them as a ſpirit of repentance and reformation, leſt * 


that awful threatning be accompliſhed upon them and the 
land, Fer.--v. 3, 5, 6. They have refuſed to return - 


they have altogether broken the yoke and burſt the bonds, 


tion to remove any of the juſt and unwarrantable grounds of 


[ 


Wherefore a lion out of the foreſts ſhall flay them, and a'f 


auff the evenings ſhall ſpoil them, a leopard ſhall watch 
ever their cities ; every one that goeth out thence jball be 
torn in pieces, becauſe their tranſgreſſions are many, and 
their back/lidings are increaſed. And conhdering what 
a deep Land all of us have in the provokation, have we 
not reaſon to fear leſt the Lord be ſaying, both by his word 
and providence at this day, as it is verſe 9. / I nt 


v fi for theſe things 9 faith the Lord. aud ſhall aof - 
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